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Dear parents, caregivers, students and friends of the school.  

Tena koutou katoa.  Nga mihi nui ki a koutou katoa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this issue we share what many of our students have been involved in over 

the second half of the term. We also celebrate the sporting successes of our 

students at the 2018 Anchor AIMS Games.  

 

Once again, our students did magnificently, gaining fourth place on the overall medals table. In total our 

students won two cups and 19 medals in total making this one of our most successful years at the AIMS 

Games. You can view the medals table at:  http://www.nzaimsgames.co.nz/2018-medal-table/  

 

Considering we were up against much bigger and better resourced schools, we can be particularly proud of our 

students and their coaches and managers.  We would like to express our sincere thanks to all parents, 

caregivers, relatives and friends of the school who gave freely of their time and expertise to assist with our 

team members throughout the week.  We would also like to acknowledge our teaching and support staff who 

contributed to our tremendous success.  

 

The PTA are once again holding the popular annual Home Garden Competition.  The goal is to encourage our 

students to grow their own vegetables, flowers or herbs and to gain a greater understanding of horticulture 

and sustainable practices.  Please note that Palmers Bethlehem are not involved this year due to new 

ownership.  Notices have gone out to students this week with further details. 

 

As the term comes to a close, it is a pleasure to report to our community that we can be extremely proud of our 

students for their support of each other, their empathy for those in greater need, and general conduct within 

and outside of the school. In this newsletter you will be able to see the huge variety of activities our students 

have been involved in and the tremendous support from parents and businesses to enable these to happen.  

 

Next term is a summer term so we will be encouraging students to be appropriately dressed. This includes 

wearing a school sunhat, slapping on sun block and wrapping their eyes with sunglasses.  

 

I would like to thank all parents and whanau who assisted and supported the school over this term, without 

you many of our sports teams and external activities would not take place.  

 

I would also like to wish our students and their families a safe and restful holiday break.. 

 

Nga Mihi Nui 

 

 

 

 

Henk Popping 

PRINCIPAL  

  

 Proud sponsors of Otumoetai Intermediate 

  

http://www.nzaimsgames.co.nz/2018-medal-table/
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NAU MAI, HAERE MAI - FROM THE BOARD 
 

During the past term we have carried out extensive community consultation to guide the Board in forming our strategic 

direction over the next five years.  We are also mindful that there are a number of reviews being carried out at a 

national level by the Minister of Education, Chris Hipkins.  We will be sharing the outcomes of your feedback in a 

series of newsletters next term.  Rex Allott, our indepdendent consultant, has prepared this feedback to the Board 

and we will share this over Term 4 with our community. 

 

 

 

2018 ANCHOR AIMS GAMES RESULTS 
Fourth on Medal Table out of 323 Schools! 

9 Gold, 2 Silver, 8 Bronze = 19 Medals in total Plus 2 Cups 
 

Approximately 10,800 Intermediate students took part in this weeklong event from 323 schools.  We had a fantastic 

week where our students gained much experience, made new friends and had time to excel in their sporting code. 

We would like to congratulate all of our students that took part.  The feedback from parents and coaches/managers 

is that our students gave it 100% and showed exemplary behaviour.  A big thank you to all the parents, coaches, 

managers, teachers, umpires and referees that helped to make this possible and ensured all our teams had a 

fantastic week.  Thank you all, we can’t do this without you.  

 

Also, a big thank you to the families who hosted Heaton Intermediate.  They really enjoyed their stay and our host 

families went out of their way to make them feel welcome. 

 

This year we had good representation of International Students playing for Otumoetai Intermediate for the AIMS 

Games.  Those students were – Seongha Jeong, Eunhyuk Park, Yunhu Kim and Amy Choi – Badminton; and Sylvia 

Kim, Charlotte Kim and Jessica Yang – Indoor Bowls.  Well done to all these students.  You played hard and should 

all be very proud of yourselves.   

 

Each team was invited to share their experiences at the AIMS Games.  The following extracts are what we have 

received. 

 

 

Badminton 

Amy Choi and Anita Courtenay came 2nd place in girls doubles in their division. 

 

In week 8 of term 2, I went to the AIMS games taking part in badminton. It was the first but also the last experience 

of being in a sports team in New Zealand for me.  In the first two days, I didn’t want to go just because I kept losing 

my games. But then I started to feel more confident with my game and the people around me. I received a lot of 

encouragement from the crowd which helped me. I really enjoyed playing in the doubles and the finals with Anita. I 

got a great work out and hopefully lost a few kilograms in the process. It was a wonderful week, and I think it was a 

great chance and helped me to grow as person participating in a big competition. 

Amy Choi, Student 

 



  

 Wednesday 26th September 2018 

Otumoetai Intermediate School Newsletter:  Volume 10 2018 Page 2 

 

 

Basketball 

Boys: 

The Year 8A Basketball team played eight games during AIMS in a draw that involved 70 teams. We started the week 

well winning our first two games against Saint Kentigern's and Saint Heliers. However a two point loss to Tamatea 

early on Tuesday morning effectively sent us out of the top twenty. We still had a strong Maeroa team to face in the 

final game of pool play. By the end of the pool play we had won four of our eight games finishing forty second overall.  

While the team had hoped to finish higher, AIMS was still a great week from the opening ceremony to the free team 

bus rides and invaluable tournament experience we gained. 

Noah Martin, Room 14 

 

AIMS was a fantastic week which exposed the team to a great combination of fun and competitiveness.  Every team 

we came up against showed great sportsmanship and competitiveness.  Our Oats boys did themselves proud in the 

manner with which they conducted themselves. There was positive encouragement for each other and maturity in 

engaging the opposition post game regardless of the result. 

  

When Jared and I reflected on the team at the start of the season to the 

last day of AIMS we realised just how far the team had come and how much 

fun it has been. Every player improved noticeably skill wise and fitness wise 

from where the season had started and we finished a very respectable mid 

table in the Tauranga A grade. 

  

As a parting from Jared and I we would like to thank all the players and 

parents for the commitment given throughout the season and we hope that 

Basketball remains in the veins for ever. 

Phil Hardie, Boys Basketball Manager 

 

 

Canoe Slalom 

 

Individual: 

 Kiarni Sperling - Year 7 Girls – 1st place 

  

Teams: 

 Year 7 Girls – 1st place 

 Year 7 Boys – 1st place 

 Year 8 girls -  3rd place 

  

Otumoetai Intermediate also came away with the overall team cup. 

 

Yay! Finally AIMS Games had arrived.  After cold nights training at Waimarino the day had come to hop on the water 

and give it our all.  On the river bank lay our canoes ready for us.  On the cold lake were bright red and green buoys.  

First up were the individual races where the rolls and the T Rescue took place.  Otumoetai winning 1st in Year 7 Girls.  

Next were teams races.  Each team has three paddlers, they race against time to come 1st, 2nd or 3rd.   



  

 Wednesday 26th September 2018 

Otumoetai Intermediate School Newsletter:  Volume 10 2018 Page 3 

 

 

Three seconds after the next team follows along with one person rolling, we raced as fast as we could.  Year 7 Girls 

coming 1st, Year 7 Boys 1st and Year 8 Girls 3rd.   

 

Altogether we had a great day and made lots of new friends. 

 

Keira Chantler, Room 14 

 

Cross Country 

The Cross Country was one of the first events of the week long AIMS tournament, taking 

place at Waipuna Park on the Sunday.  We had amazing achievements and it was an 

Otumoetai Intermediate domination with the following results: 

 

 Lulu Johnson- 2nd place Year 8 Girls  

 Year 7 Boys – 3rd place overall 

 Year 7 Girls – 3rd place overall 

 Year 8 Boys – 1st place overall 

 Year 8 Girls – 1st place overall 

 Relay team – 1st place overall 

 

The final race of the day was the 12km relay which we won.  This meant we won the overall team cup for 2018! 

 

 

Football 

Boys: 

Our team arrived at Gordon Spratt excited for our first day in AIMS Games.  We had a fiery start against Auckland’s 

Royal Oak Intermediate by winning 4-1.  Later on we beat out a local team from Omokoroa Point School 8-0 which 

boosted our confidence.  To finish off our awesome day we have a more challenging game against St Peters 

Cambridge, but we managed to pull out a 2-0 victory!  The next morning we played Kristin and won 3-1.  Then we 

faced our biggest challenge yet. St Kentigern.  The game was hard physically because they were much bigger than us.  

Unfortunately we suffered a 4-2 defeat.  To finish off the day we played Blockhouse Bay and painfully drew 1-1. On 

Wednesday we played only one game, Balmoral Intermediate, which decided whether we moved onto the Top 16.  It 

was a tight game 1-1 but luckily we scored a late winner. 

 

First round of the top 16 was very exciting with our first game against Sacred Heart Intermediate.  It was a tough game 

but unfortunately Sacred moved on.  We were out for revenge on our next game when we replayed St Kents, but losing 

in the round of 16 rattled our confidence and St Kents won. Our last game of a hard day was against Bucklands Beach.  

It was a 1-1 the whole game and we had to rely on a frightening yet exciting penalty shoot out to win the match.  

Thankfully we won thanks to our goalkeeper making two amazing saves. Sadly our last game of the tournament has 

sneaked up on us.  We played off for 13th and 14th against Orewa College.   

 

We finished a great week with a great win! 

Lucas Finnigan, Room 12 
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Girls:   

Otumoetai Girls Soccer Team put the ‘A’ into Aims Games!  Our girls soccer team took their ‘A game’ to the AIMS 

Games Tournament this year and were a real credit to their coach and school. They started the tournament with two 

wins, 1-0 against Tauranga Intermediate and 3-0 against Whangaparoa College. They played well as a team and really 

enjoyed their first taste of success, what a start! Tuesday morning was the toughest game of the tournament playing 

against previous Aims Games winners Murray’s Bay Intermediate on Field 8. The first three minutes saw two goals 

scored by Murray’s Bay and put our girls under severe pressure.  

 

 

At half time, the girls were unfortunately 3-0 down and needed to find their resilience and stamina. They played the 

second half with great courage and only conceded 1 goal in the second half. After numerous wins, our team made it 

through the Thursday games, but despite some really close games, did not make it the finals on Friday. 

  

Lauren summed up the tournament perfectly “I had a tons of fun hanging 

with my friends and getting to know everyone so much better. All the other 

teams were friendly and everyone was a good sport whether they won or lost. 

Plus it was a huge bonus to get a free football at the end of the tournament!” 

  

Many wonderful memories were made; it was a truly amazing week with a 

large number of mums and dads supporting the girls and providing Uber 

services where necessary.  A big thank you to John Stanley, coach and 

supporter extraordinaire, the team couldn’t have done it without you! 

Girls Soccer Team 

 

Futsal 

Boys:   

 

Day 1 we lost our first two games, but the boys were not disheartened they 

learnt from their mistakes and took on great form and knew the areas to work 

on.  On Day 2 the boys came back strong and determined and had two 

convincing wins which they thoroughly deserved.  Day 3 - What an adventure 

day, after a bit confusion from the AIMS officials as to where we finished in 

the group which led to fun and games of racing around getting to the right 

game on time -  the boys thought it was great fun.  We finished third in the 

group and took on Albany junior high for the next placing. A tight game which 

finished with a 1-1 draw so we had to go to penalties, best of 3. Albany went 

first and our fantastic goalie Hugo Corin saved it, then Austin Taylor stepped up and scored, Hugo went on to save the 

oppositions second attempt,  then Toby Childs took his position and scored our second  penalty making us winners. 

BOOM!!  Day 4, the Final game - Unfortunately we lost 4-0 to Aquinas but the boys played the heart out to the end. 

The boys started on Tuesday as a group of boys that had not had much Futsal time together and finished the week as 

a strong Futsal team that tried hard, learnt heaps, made new friends and had heaps of fun. What a blast. 

 

Tara Childs, Co-Manager 
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Golf  

The Otumoetai Anchor AIMS Golf Team consisting of Bruno Perrett, Ryan Speirs and Corbin Wagner joined a field of 

38 boys that started their sunny and immaculately presented 18 hole golf course journey on Monday at Omokoroa 

Golf Course, Tuesday at Te Puke Golf Course, Tauranga Golf Course on Wednesday and finished their AIMS Golf 

Tournament journey at Mt. Maunganui Golf Course followed by the prize giving.  

 

Ryan Speirs ended up 20th place on the boys Gross score competition and 31st place in the Boys Stableford 

competition; Corbin Wagner ended up in 32nd place on the boys Gross 

score competition and 29th place in the Boys Stableford competition; 

and Bruno Perrett ended up in 29th place on the boys Gross score 

competition and an outstanding 1st place in the Boys Stableford 

competition with a 72 hole total 160.  With the combined stableford 

scores for Corbin, Ryan and Bruno they managed to elevate themselves 

to fourth place overall from, just missing out on third place by 4 points, 

overall a good result.   

 

The golf tournament was very well run and the boys thoroughly enjoyed 

themselves 

Simon Wagner, Manager 

 

Gym Sport 

The AIMS Gymsport team was made up of students competing in trampoline, 

artistic gymnastics, and rhythmic gymnastics, with some students competing in 

a mixture of the codes. All of the gymnasts were well presented and tried their 

hardest in their team and individual competitions. Every code showed excellent 

sportsmanship and supported all of the competitors in their groups.  

 

 Trampoline  –  Twister boys team – Connor Foreman, Harvey Hinde, 

Charlie Hockings and Benjamin Mason in 3rd place 

  –  Open Jnr Advance Girls – Sarina Hooper in 3rd place 

 

 

Hip Hop 
This was a great team of very able Hip Hop dancers choreographed by Austin Taylor.  They finished up 8th overall in a 

field of 25 teams. 

 

 

Hockey 

Girls: 

The girls had a hard week of hockey and place 9th.  A big thank you to Paul Collins for the time and effort he has put 

in to our girls hockey team. 
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Boys: 

The OIS boys 11 Aside team had an action packed Aims week. We embraced the entire Aims experience and did as 

many activities as we could fit in outside of our games. The boys spent the whole week together based at our place 

to give them a proper tournament week. The hockey was of a very high standard this year and the boys delivered 

some great hockey to finish out the week in 9th Place. We are very proud of how well they played as a team and 

pushing themselves to each contribute in their own way. 

Anthony Bax, Coach 

 

6-aside  

OIS yellow had a great week with 7 games and loads of team building. We played 

mini golf and went swimming. We played games of cards and twister and bowling. 

It was a hard week against some hard teams but we kept our heads high and still 

smiled all week.  What a cool experience. 

 

We were also fortunate enough to be asked to enter an invitational 6 aside team.  

We entered the Bronze team. They had a fantastic week.  With little notice or time 

to prepare they were the underdogs in the competition but conducted themselves 

with grace and determination.  They won several games.  The team spirit they 

showed was outstanding.  A big thanks to Tony Souter for his coaching throughout 

the year that produced a cohesive team and to Robert Flintoff who coached for AIMS 

week and ensured the team had a positive tournament experience. 

Yellow team 

 

Indoor Bowls 

The Indoor Bowls team had a great week with nine players qualifying in the singles 

competition and two teams qualifying in the pairs. The competition was fierce, with 

many games going to a tie breaker.  The kids had a great week and supported each 

other really well.  

 

For me going to the AIMs Games was a great opportunity. Being able to compete with 

many students from all sorts of schools, and learn how other people roll their bowls was 

amazing.  Even though our team didn’t win, I think we still had a good time. Hopefully, 

we learnt some more good skills from this AIMs Games. When I stepped into the 

stadium, I couldn’t believe how many people were there. I wondered if I could do this. 

Personally, there was more pressure for me playing singles than doubles.  

 

Luckily, my partner Aaliyah Lonergan got into the top 16 for singles! For the people who 

didn’t get into the top 16, they all did their best and I think they still should be very proud 

of themselves. In a real competition no one actually loses, everyone who competes is a 

winner for trying their best.  
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Lastly, I would like to thank Graham, our Indoor Bowls Coach, and Clare Paterson, our Team 

Manager. If our coach hadn’t taught us, we wouldn’t have had this great, memorable chance. 

Also if our team manager hadn’t helped with transport and taken care of us while we were 

playing we wouldn’t have been able to compete in AIMS Games.  

 

Sylvia Kim, Student 

 

Multisport 

This event took place on the Wednesday at the picturesque McLaren Falls Park. It is an extremely challenging course 

involving a 2.4km run, a 3.8km mountain bike and a 1km kayak.  All of our students completed the course without 

major incident and we came away with highest equal medal tally of the day as shown: 

 

 Lulu Johnson – Year 8 girls 3rd place 

 Year 7 girls team 2nd place 

 Year 8 girls team 1st place 

 Mixed relay team – 3rd place. 

 

 

Netball 

Otumoetai Intermediate School participated in a week long Netball 

tournament against some of New Zealand's toughest middle schools and 

intermediates. The girls were placed in a section of 8 and needed to be in 

the top two to move into the A Grade. After a loss to Balmoral School we 

were placed in the B Grade and in the running for a place between 33rd - 

64th. Though the Otumoetai Netball Team was riddled with injuries by the 

end of the week the girls won against our season rival Te Puke 

Intermediate to take the spot for 43rd out of 122 teams. Overall the morale 

was high and with hard work and determination the team achieved a 

fantastic result. 

Tia Parker, Coach 

 

Rock Climbing 

This was the first time Rock Climbing has featured at the AIMS Games.  We sent a team of four year 7 girls.  They had 

a great week and finished with Beatrice Proverbs placed 3rd in the year 7 girls.  
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Rugby 7’s 

Otumoetai Intermediate put a boys rugby 7’s team into the AIMS Games competition consisting of Ollie Francis, Charlie 

Sinton, Ashton Paintin, Isaac Dobbs, Isaac Peters, Fletcher McNeil, Aidan Roberts, Chrome Masoe, Calum Stewart, 

Ben Charman-Moore, Pauro Ngatai and me, Taiaho Hunt.  We lost a lot of games but we won two games and we drew 

one.  We had one boy that broke his arm - that was Fletcher.  He broke his arm in a tackle.  It was a very long, tiring 

week but we enjoyed it. 

Taiaho Hunt, Room 5 

 

 

Squash 

Squash was awesome - we had two games a day and I ended up losing my first game to a twenty four seed and I was 

forty one.  We had a great game with some wicked rallies.  I won my second game and that was day one. Day two I 

won both games with a hard first. The third day I played one game and I won that match.  The next day I played my 

billet from Heaton and he beat me and that was my last game.  In the end I lost two and won five which I think is good 

for me. The AIMS Games is an amazing event, thank you for letting me participate in it. 

 

Thomas McCausland, Room 14 

 

Table Tennis 

179 players from 40 different schools competed in the AIMS Games Table Tennis. We had the largest team with 27 

players -  12 boys and 15 girls. We played team, individual, doubles and mixed doubles events over four days. Everyone 

performed well, had fun and showed good sportsmanship. While none of our players made it through to the main draw 

finals, Alex and Fynn Williamson came close, finishing in the top 8 for the mixed doubles. Many of our players got 

placings in the Consolation and Plate finals as follows: 

 

 Enika Daisley – 1st Girls Singles Plate final 

 Keira Brenchley – 3rd Girls Singles Plate final 

 Alex Williamson and Mia Mackenzie – 1st Girls Doubles Consolation final 

 Emma Fairweather and Enika Daisley – 2nd Girls Doubles Plate final 

 Ellie Hunt, Courtney Kidd and Libby West – 2nd Girls Team Plate final 

 Enika Daisley, Emma Fairweather and Zoe Rookes – 3rd Girls Team Plate final 

 Alfie Stevens and Montana Wheeler – 1st Boys Doubles Consolation final 

 Fynn Williamson, Montana Wheeler, Joel Griffiths and Jaxon Brett – 1st Boys Team Consolation final 

 

David Tatley, Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 Wednesday 26th September 2018 

Otumoetai Intermediate School Newsletter:  Volume 10 2018 Page 9 

 

 

Tennis 

Our Tennis team had a great time representing our school in tennis.  Couldn’t 

have asked for better weather.  Lachlan Donaghy, Macy Donaghy, Quin McQuiod, 

Matt Smith, Joseph Jobe, and Ollie Percy all battled it out against some very 

competitive players.  Macy won four games against higher ranked players and all 

our others players coming away with some nice wins. 

 

Overall a tough week but a lot of fun! 

Christine Donaghy, Manager 

 

Water Polo 

What a week!  Water Polo is a dynamic fast moving game.  After an astounding week of great results, our team placed 

3rd out of 26 teams.  An effort they should be extremely proud of.  They moved up from 16th place in 2017 to 3rd in 

2018.  A big thank you to Wayne Rickit for all his hard work over the last few years in building up such a strong 

competitive team. 

 

 

The Green Team 

During AIMS week the Green Team had an important role to carry out.  

We sorted bins, picked up rubbish and supported our school.  It was a 

fun and interesting experience.  We were located at hockey at Blake 

Park.   

 

We had a great time and enjoyed our experience. 

 

 

 

OIS SPORTS HOODIES AND ANCHOR AIMS GAMES APPAREL 
 

This year students who are members of our school sports teams have been able to purchase Otumoetai Intermediate 

branded sports hoodies through the school sports office. The intention was to provide these students with a warm 

garment they could use during early morning, late evening practices, when warming up or during games.  These sports 

hoodies were never intended to be part of our regular school uniform and should not be worn at school throughout 

the school day. 

 

An exception is made during the week prior to, during the Anchor AIMS Games and the week after when we celebrate 

student participation in this international sporting competition. During these three weeks students may also wear the 

official Anchor AIMS Games branded apparel at school. 

 

In all cases, the school branded black and yellow tracksuits remain the official school attire for representative sporting 

teams and the sports hoodies should only be used during game time or throughout the Anchor AIMS Games. 
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SPORTS NEWS 

 

Inter-Intermediate Sports: 
 

 

Badminton 
Our mixed team came third place in Division 1 at the Inter-School Badminton Finals on 22nd August 2018. 

 

 

Basketball 

Our Girls A Basketball Team placed first in the Girls B Grade!  They were undefeated all 

season. 
 

Manawa Marston has been selected for the NZ Basketball age group team to do the 

Koru tour.   

 

 

Hockey 

 

The 11-aside season competition had the following results: 

 

 Green Girls team placed first in Division 2 

 Boys team placed second in Division 1 

 

In the 6-aside season competition the Purple team placed first?? 

 

Our Red Sticks team placed first in the 6-aside red competition recently. 

 

 

Out of School Sports/Cultural Activities: 

 

Gymsport 

Ashleigh Strawn competed in Auckland earlier this term.  There were 40 girls in her level, including girls from Malaysia.  

Ashleigh placed 17th overall and 6th in clubs. 

 

Harvey Hinde competed in a recent Gymsport competition with the following results:  2nd place in the high bar, 3rd 

place in the rings, 3rd place in the vault, 2nd place in the team event and 6th overall. 

 

Rugby 

Students from Otumoetai Intermediate competed in the Tauranga 

North Tai Mitchell rep team and came fifth place out of 10 Bay of 

Plenty regions.  . 

 

Their team won the Bill Murray Memorial Cup and the Shepheard 

Trophy for Sportsmanship.   
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A number of Otumoetai intermediate children went to East Coast Bays tournament recently to represent their teams 

for Tauranga Sports Rugby.  The Under 11’s team came out on top amongst several Otumoetai intermediate Year 7 

members of the team.  Caleb Neilson was named forward of the day and Josh Brown named back of the day.  The 

Under 12’s unfortunately weren’t as successful but their team was made up of a number of talented players also from 

Otumoetai intermediate with Charlie Sinton named Back of the day. Some of this team also went on to play for the 

Under 13’s team in a hard and exhausting second round. 

 

Jake Stott, Laine Travers, Charlie Sinton, Brooklyn Rameka, Kylan Wards, Lochie Stevens, Ashton Painton, Dominic 

Van Wyk, Maz Black and Kade Stevens were in the Under 12 Blue Team for Tauranga Sports and they won the season 

final for the Under 12 Grade. 

 

 

 

RUTHERFORD SCIENCE 
 

The Year 7 and 8 Rutherford Science students have had an introduction to genetics this term.  The subject is quite 

involved and they are enjoying learning a lot of new scientific words. Adenine, Thymine, Guanine and Cytosine, the 

four bases, are rolling off their tongues now. They are predicting the ratios of 

offspring with certain inherited traits by using Punnett squares and showing certain 

genotypes to explain the features or phenotypes.  It is very satisfying watching brown 

haired, brown eyed students work out how they got blonde haired and blue eyed 

siblings.   

 

Everyone had a chance to check out if they were tasters or non-tasters using PTC 

paper. This can give a bitter taste, so, with the loud exclamations of ‘yuck!’ and 

groaning; it was quite easy to see who could taste and who couldn’t.   

 

Another hands on task was DNA origami. We got great results and everyone had fun 

making their double helix DNA model.  Towards the end of the term, we will research 

recently extinct species, such as Benjamin, Tasmania’s thylacine in 1936 and we 

will discuss de-extinction or resurrection biology.   

 

This genetics unit will link in nicely to next terms Forensic Science study. 

Ali McPike, Teacher 
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During Term Three, our Rutherford Science class has been learning about genetics; Punnett squares that help you to 

work out the probability of different traits in offspring, creating 2D and 3D DNA models and describing the organisation 

of life at a cellular level.  

 

On Friday 14th September, while most of the class were at AIMS Games, nine of us carried out an amazing experiment, 

extracting DNA from kiwi fruit.  We started off by peeling, chopping and blending our kiwi fruit. Then we mixed together 

100ml of water, 2 grams of salt and 5 grams of dishwashing liquid; this was the extraction buffer.  We then added 

this to the mashed fruit and sat the mixture in a water bath at 60℃ for 15 minutes. Very slowly, we then added 100 

mls of iso-Propylalcohol. As we did this, we observed a whitish jelly like substance forming between the fruit and 

alcohol layers. This was the DNA clumping!  

 

It was a really fun experience and made us feel like real scientists. 

 

Michael Griffits, Year 7 Rutherford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kaitlin Napier, Year 7 Rutherford 
  



  

 Wednesday 26th September 2018 

Otumoetai Intermediate School Newsletter:  Volume 10 2018 Page 13 

 

MAYA AND KARLIA MEET PRIME MINISTER 

JACINDA ARDERN 
 

A secret plan was put into place when Mr Popping told me two 

Student Leaders were invited to Otumoetai College to listen to 

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern make an important announcement.  

Karlia Taylor and Maya Stone were our student representatives. It 

was absolutely pouring with rain as we set out nice and early to get 

our seats, so Gavin our caretaker, kindly gave us a lift in the school 

van, up the road. 

 

When the contributing primary schools arrived, our group was 

shown through to the hall and we took up our reserved front row 

seats.  It was the Year 9 assembly so the college students all filed 

in and we waited. Due to heavy rain and traffic the Prime Minister was delayed – but when she did arrive she was met 

with the most amazing performance by Otumoetai College students. This item showcased a combination of Kapa 

Haka, along with the Symphonic Band and a contemporary dance troop merging as one. It was outstanding. A lot of 

our past students were there, very proudly representing their school. Ashton Blair and Mia Gardiner were the emcees 

and did an incredible job. They presented the Prime Minister with a beautiful pink cardigan for baby Neve, embroidered 

with the school emblem and a school enrolment pack. This is the first wee school uniform she has been presented 

with. 

 

Ms Ardern spoke about her own school days and how she used to debate against teams from this area.  She recounted 

a time when she sat her School Certificate English exam and didn’t finish it, she was devastated. She used this story 

to remind students that although it is really important to study and work hard, it is important not to stress too much 

and be hard on yourself.  Ms Ardern then went on to talk about the important elements around education. For her, 

she said in the number one place are teachers. She spoke how much she values teachers and how she remembers 

the teachers who inspired her. She did apologise when, she said, “PEteachers not so much – nothing personal but 

only due to her lack of co-ordination!” 

 

Number two, she mentioned the curriculum and how she personally felt students were under a lot of pressure with 

assessment and testing. 

 

Then came number three and that was buildings.  She wants NZ teachers and children to be in healthy, warm, weather 

tight buildings in an ever growing area. With Minister Chris Hipkins on stage with her, she announced that Otumoetai 

College was to receive an astounding 47 million dollars to rebuild and upgrade our local college. 

 

The Prime Minister left the hall, and as visitors from the contributing schools, we were invited to meet the Prime 

Minister.  First up was Karlia and Maya. Ms Ardern spoke with us, shook hands and greeted the girls individually.  

What an incredible afternoon.  It was a great honour to watch two of our outstanding young students meet a truly 

amazing, inspirational young leader.  

Ali McPike, Teacher 
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Karlia Taylor’s thoughts … 
 

Today, Wednesday the 29th of August, a day I will remember forever.  While everyone gathered into the Otumoetai 

College Performing Arts Centre, I couldn’t stop thinking about how inspiring our Prime Minister really is. As Jacinda 

Ardern spoke, she drew everyone in and held the audiences gaze.  Her dedication towards what she does really shone 

through while speaking. Ms Ardern talked about her values and what she believed was most important in schools. 

Personally, I thought it was inspirational knowing that not long ago she was just like me! It made me feel excited for 

what the future holds. As she has shown, you can do anything you put your heart and soul into. 

 

After her announcement, Maya and I were lucky enough to have a photo with Jacinda.  Just standing next to her, you 

could tell what an amazing woman she is.  She shook my hand and looked me in the eye, which made me feel 

appreciated. 

 

Overall, I am extremely grateful to have had the opportunity to meet such an admirable leader, who is inspiring the 

youth of today and adults of tomorrow. 

Karlia Taylor, Student 

 

 

Maya Stones thoughts … 
 

Meeting Jacinda Ardern, the female Prime Minister of New Zealand, was a special moment that I will never forget.  It 

made me realise what an amazing person and leader she is. I was very excited when Jacinda entered the hall and 

was immediately captured by her friendly, yet formal presence.  She spoke about the three most important subjects 

that she personally thinks makes education successful.  They were; teachers – having good teachers and looking 

after them; the curriculum – what we learn and the stresses students can experience when it comes to testing; the 

school environment – having healthy classrooms and buildings for both teachers and students. 

 

Her speech was inspiring and I felt like it had a big impact on everyone listening.  Jacinda soon announced her exciting 

news that made everyone clap wildly. 47 million dollars going to renovate and expand the classrooms, grounds and 

fix leaky buildings, at Otumoetai College. It was an eye opener to how generous, forward thinking and caring about 

our education, she is.  Jacinda’s actions towards making New Zealand a better place, are going to make a huge 

difference.  

 

After the big reveal, it was time to meet Jacinda up close, a once in a lifetime opportunity.  Karlia and I were first in 

line. I felt a surge of nerves, excitement and disbelief! As I shook her hand, I felt as if I was dreaming! Ms McPike took 

a photo, to hold the special memory, of meeting our amazing Prime Minister, Jacinda Ardern.  

 

I hope to follow in Jacinda’s footsteps and one day be a great leader like her, making the world a better place. 

 

Maya Stone, Student 
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CHINESE PAPER-CUTTING IN MANDARIN 

EXTENSION CLASS 
 

This is our second Mandarin extension class! It is for students who show great interest or talent in Mandarin and 

Chinese culture. In our extension class, we do language learning and practice, as well as various Chinese culture 

experience activities.  

 

For Father’s Day (父亲节Fù qīn Jié), we learned some relevant words and sentences in Mandarin and wrote Chinese 

characters. Some of the characters are quite hard to write but with practice, we all did it! We also made a card with 

Chinese paper-cutting for Father’s Day. It’s great to see them all trying their best on it: a special card of Chinese 

elements for their dad (爸爸bà ba)! 

 

Paper-cutting（剪纸jiǎn zhǐ）is an important type of Chinese folk art that dates back to the second century C.E. A 

paper-cutting work is usually made of red paper for red is our lucky color associated with happiness. It’s used for 

decorations of the house on special days like Spring Festival (Chinese New Year) and weddings. 

 

Look forward to our next Chinese culture experience activity! 

Xiaoping CHEN 陈晓萍，Mandarin Teacher 

 

 Lily Frieswyk and her work Ariel Hoebers and her work 

 爸爸，谢谢你——丽丽 爸爸，谢谢你！父亲节快乐！ 

 Dad, thank you! From Lily Dad, thank you! Happy Father’s Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 Wednesday 26th September 2018 

Otumoetai Intermediate School Newsletter:  Volume 10 2018 Page 16 

 

 Seth Griffin-Jones and his work  

 爸爸，谢谢你！父亲节快乐！   

 Dad, thank you! Happy Father’s Day Panda’s eyes are tricky to cut! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This is the shape of Chloe Boyt’s hands! The boys are trying their best on cutting paper  

 

 

 

2019 STATIONERY ORDERS 
 

We are taking payment for the 2019 Stationery Packs.  Please ensure you return your order form with your payment 

or, if paying by direct credit, please write the date payment was direct credited.   

 

Our bank account number for direct credit payments is:  12-3407-0029060-00. 
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POLICE PHYSICAL COMPETENCY TEST 

AND THE BLUE LIGHT FEAR FACTOR 2018 
 

On Monday the 24th of September, the PCT Challenge team consisting of Ashton 

Paintin, Karlia Taylor, Maya Stone and Lucas Finnigan, was held at the QEII 

Youth Centre.  We had been together a couple of times last week to strategise 

over a few things that we thought may come up in the challenge and we 

practiced our gate vaulting for the PCT. 

 

The PCT is a 400m course consisting of such things as; a 200m sprint, balancing 

on a 5m beam, a 1.8m long jump, 1m hurdle, 30m slalom course, a climb 

through a window, gate vault over a 1.8m wall and a 2.2m wire fence to name 

a few things! Our team did this in 2 minutes 23 seconds!  

 

The Fear Factor this year had a burglary crime scene, dingbat brain teasers, a 

great escape from handcuffs, fingerprint jigsaw puzzles, a memory task and of 

course the physical challenge itself. 

 

Our team was outstanding. I could not be more proud of them. They were the 

fastest team in the PCT challenge. Their team work, speed and technique was 

stunning. They got 100% and top team in the crime scene and finished all the 

finger prints in two of the four minutes allowed! Outstanding all-rounders. The 

one thing that blocked the team from heading to the Nationals in Wellington, 

was the Great Escape. It is where the team are handcuffed together and have 

to find a handcuff key in a bucket of other keys and objects. They just couldn’t 

see the key and it was timed. So close, but yet so far away.  

 

The team was approached by police members saying they ‘creamed it but this 

was the only area that let them down’. As in all sport, it is so hard when you can 

almost taste victory and don’t quite get there – however in saying that, they truly are winners. The team spirit, drive, 

continually striving for improvement and excellence was phenomenal to watch. Outstanding students, outstanding 

ambassadors for our school.  

Ali McPike  
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ROBOTICS SCRIMMAGE 
 

VEX IQ robotics requires students to work in a team of 3-4 students with one robot. A large component of the VEX IQ 

robotics programme involves developing teamwork and self-management skills as well as coding and engineering 

skills.  It also requires you to be persistent and resilient, and spend time working on the projects in teams and 

compromising. The robotics team participate against other students' robots and try to score the highest points. 

 

Hadleigh Benson, Teacher 

 

 

 

 

DANCE NZ MADE NATIONAL COMPETITION 
 

On the 22nd September, a team of dancers travelled down to Palmerston North to compete in the Dance NZ Made 

National competition.  Our team of five dancers: Milla Sharp, Caitlin Wain (Year 7), Stevie Green, Austin Taylor and 

Kaylee Marjoribanks (year 8) qualified in the regional competition earlier this term placing 

1st in the group section, and with Austin placing 1st in the Year 8 solos and Milla placing 1st 

in the Year 7 solos. 

 

Whilst we did not place in the group section at Nationals, Austin 

did win the Year 8 National solo competition and Milla came 3rd 

in the Year 7 solo competition.  A fantastic effort and 

achievement!  Our dancers worked hard on their student 

choreography, style and performance.  They completed the 

weekend by participating in workshops held for Year 9-13’s, 

which just shows how talented and capable that they all are.   

 

Well done all of you! 

 

Dayna O’Sullivan, Performing Arts Teacher 
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LUNCH ORDERS 
 

Lunches will no longer be ordered through Otumoetai Intermediate.  We will be using the Pita Pit on-line lunch order 

system which will only be available on Fridays.  As an introduction, Pita Pit is offering lunches from $2.00 for Friday 

19th October 2018.  You will need to register online to order and pay for your child’s lunch order.  No orders or money 

will be accepted at school.  Order cut off is 9.00 am on Fridays. This online service is open now for lunch orders. 
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TERM DATES AND HOLIDAYS 2019  

 

 Term 1 Monday 4th February to Friday 12th April 2019 

 Term 2 Monday 29th April to Friday 5th July 2019 

 Term 3 Monday 22nd July to Friday 27th September 2019 

 Term 4 Monday 14th October to Thursday 19th December 2019 

 

 

Provisional Teacher Only Day 

 

 Monday 20th May 2019 

 

 

2019 Public Holidays 

 

 Waitangi Day Wednesday 6th February 2019 

 Easter  Friday 19th April to Tuesday 23rd April 2019 (falls inside school holidays) 

 Anzac Day Thursday 25th April 2019 (falls inside school holidays) 

 Queen's Birthday Monday 3rd June 2019 

 Labour Day Monday 28th October 2019 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATING WITH PARENTS 
 

More and more of our school information is available electronically and we have two apps which 

are great for your mobile phones.  The Findus App at: 

 

  www.findus.co.nz/otumoetaiintermediateschool enables you to access the information shown 

below.   

 

The School Loop App enables you to access our school calendar directly on your mobile phone.  This is updated 

regularly. All families who have provided us with their email addresses have been loaded onto our School-Links system 

and will receive notifications and other school information.   

 

 

http://www.findus.co.nz/otumoetaiintermediateschool
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PICKING UP AND DROPPING OFF STUDENTS 

 

Parents and Caregivers become part of the solution 

 

Please pre-plan your pick up and drop off of students at the car park Carlton St reserve off Ngatai Road, avoid Charles 

Street altogether and let your student walk up to the school. The Carlton St reserve, off Ngatai Road below the school, 

provides plenty of free vehicle parks and students can walk safely to and from school. 

 

The congestion in Charles Street becomes unsafe and it is important for buses to use this area. It would also leave 

this small street accessible for parents picking up a student in emergencies.  

 

Please consider a healthier safer alternative of parking and walking. 

 

 

Safety Concerns in School Carpark 

 

Some mornings before school there are sports training sessions.  Consequently, there are often students around our 

school earlier than normal. All too often we are seeing parents who are clearly in a hurry to drop their child off and get 

to their own work, who drive into the front carpark at really excessive speeds.  They usually then continue with the 

speed and exit by the recycling and clothes bins towards the college.  

 

Others drive into the exits at similar speeds. Numerous times, other drivers have had to stop their car, or get out of 

the way on foot as this happens.  

 

Our main concern is for those students on foot who are also early for a training session. We would like to appeal to 

our parents dropping off a student to put student safety first when entering or exiting our car park. 

 

 

CHOOSE SAFETY OVER CONVENIENCE. REDUCE CHAOS AT OUR SCHOOL GATE. 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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THE AFFORDABLE ART AND ARTISAN FAIR 

The Fair is held the last Sunday of every month (and December 15th) from 11.00 am to 3.00 pm 

 at the Black Sheep, Cnr SH2 and Plummer’s Point Road, Whakamarama. 

We’re on every month; rain, hail or shine. 

There’s live music, great food and a huge sealed parking area right outside the door. 

We have a wide range of art, art craft and artisan products on display and for sale. 

Visual art, woodware, handmade chocolates, flowers, foliage, photographs, container plants,  

jams and pickles – “something for everyone”. 

For more information: e: aaafair17@gmail.com or 021 276 7877 

 

EDVENTURE GREAT OUTDOORS CAMP 

Awesome outdoor activities, rock climbing, archery, bush walks and bush survival skills. 

Based at Aongatete lodge with pick up/drop off points in Hamilton, AKL and BOP. 

$495.00, OSCAR available, 8-14 year olds. 

Book at www.edventure.co.nz or phone 021 0224 1576 

 

TAURANGA SWIM SCHOOL 

Let’s get ready for summer! 

Tauranga Swim School is offering lessons for all ages and abilities from 6 months old,  

where you will achieve measureable results.   

The cost of lessons starting at $155.00 per 10 week term. 

We are also offering a holiday intensive program during the October holidays  

starting at as little as $80.00 per week.  

For more information, please contact Andrea on 027 286 8506 or 07-544 2141 

email andrea@taurangaswimschool.co.nz. 

 

WAIMARINO SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

Come and join in all the SPRING action and adventure with us at Waimarino these October school holidays. 

Daily fees include a huge range of activities to suit all types of children. 

We run from 8.00 am to 6.00 pm Monday to Friday 

Prices from $49.00 per day 

There is never a dull moment at Waimarino! 

Contact us on 07-576 4233 or club@waimarino.com to find out more. 

 

mailto:aaafair17@gmail.com
http://www.edventure.co.nz/
mailto:andrea@taurangaswimschool.co.nz
mailto:club@waimarino.com
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In today’s world, it’s essential for young people to learn how to create software not just consume it. Coding NZ’s 

classes empower students with the technology tools they need and help give them the best chance at being 
successful in our increasingly digital age. Signups are open now at codingnz.com/signup 

http://codingnz.com/signup
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8 

BASEBALL/SOFTBALL SEASON 2018/2019 
SUMMER, SUN & BALL 

 

Keen to play T-Ball, Softball or Baseball? 
 

“Give it a Go” 
Sat 8th September - Carlton St Reserve, Otumoetai 10-12pm 

Sat 15th September – Centennial Park, Te Puke. 10-12pm 

Sat 23rd September – Kuirau Park, Rotorua. 10-12pm 

Sat 29th September – The Domain, Whakatane, 10-12pm 

Sat 29th September – Gordon Spratt Reserve, Papamoa. 10-12pm 

Sat 6th October – Carlton St Reserve, Otumoetai. 9-11pm 
 

Put a school/club team together and register your team with 

Western Bay of Plenty Softball Association 

Season runs from 27th October to 16th March 2018 (15 Games) 

Grades: U8 T-Ball Mixed, U10 Mixed, U13 B&G, U15 B&G, U18 B&G 

Fees $350.00 per team ($35pp)  

Registrations open from 1st September 2018. 
 

Parents, teachers & coaches:  

Coaches clinic with Naomi Shaw – Former head coach of the NZ 

White Sox and Junior White Sox Team  

Saturday 22nd September 

Limited spaces so register now. 
 

Let us know if you need help with skills/training advise 

Umpiring and Scoring clinics also offered during season   
 

For more details, go to: http://www.sporty.co.nz/wbopsoftball 

                                    
                        Western bay of Plenty Softball Association 

                  Email:  juniorsoftballwbop@gmail.com  
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