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Dear parents, caregivers, students and friends of the school.  

Tena koutou katoa.  Nga mihi nui ki a koutou katoa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back to all our students and a warm welcome to families who have 

joined the school this term. 

 

This term all students will be asked to continue focussing on learning to a high 

level of attainment and developing the skills to be responsible citizens. 

 

Manners, consideration of others and high standards of presentation and behaviour will continue to be 

expected and a continuing focus school wide.  All parents know we place a high priority on making our school 

a happy, safe, secure and supportive environment for all. 

 

As this term is a summer term, there are some changes to our uniform requirements.  These are: 

 

 All students must wear a school hat when outside.  These are available for $10.00 from the Resource 

Room.   

 We offer black caps for Year 8 students who are intending to move on to Otumoetai College. 

 We also encourage students to wear sunglasses when outside and use sunblock daily. 

 Girls change from black tights to black shoes with white ankle socks or brown sandals. 

 All students are expected to move from the black track pants to skirts (for girls) or shorts (for boys). 

 Most students will move into our mid brown sandals, but the option of plain black shoes and socks 

remains. 

 

Please note – short black socks are not a uniform item and are unacceptable at school. 

 

Only our bottle green jersey or jackets are uniform items, not sweatshirts, hoodies or other apparel.  Students 

may continue to wear camisoles or V-neck tops under their polo shirts as long as they are hidden from view.  

Otumoetai College apparel is not acceptable at our school. 

 

 

Nga Mihi Nui 

 

 

 

 

Henk Popping 

PRINCIPAL  

  

 Proud sponsors of Otumoetai Intermediate 
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SUNGLASSES ARE AN OPTIONAL ITEM AT SCHOOL 
 

In 2014 we surveyed parents and caregivers to see what they thought about introducing sunglasses at school.  Here 

are the results of their feedback: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The majority of people who responded supported this move by the school and, as a result, sunglasses are now an 

optional item for our uniform. 

 

Most parents and caregivers expressed the wish that they be given the choice of style and where glasses are able to 

be purchased and as a result, we will leave this to parent’s discretion. 

 

The expectation is that sunglasses worn at school are in school colours and with a 100% UV rating, eg black, white, 

red, green or blue. 

 

The school will take care to ensure students are acting in a safe manner while wearing glasses, but it remains the 

students’ responsibility to look after their own glasses and keep them in a safe, secure place just like their sun hats. 

 

 

Naming Sunglasses at School 

 

We will have engraving tools available in the library before school for students to engrave their name on the sides of 

their glasses or other personal items.   

 

This service will be provided by the school student leaders. 

 

 

0% 10%20%30%40%50%60%70%80%90%100%

Yes, I think it is important to encourage students to

wear sunglasses when outside at school

No, I think they should not be encouraged at school

Other - should be optional and any style

Should Sunglasses Be Added to our School Uniform?
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Why We Believe Sunglasses at School are Important. 

 

As soon as the sun comes out, we all know we should slap on sunscreen and put on a hat to protect ourselves against 

ultraviolet rays.  These can burn the skin, causing premature ageing and cancer. But what many people don't realise 

is that UV rays can also cause serious and potentially irreversible damage to our eyes.  In fact, eyes are ten times 

more sensitive to UV light than the skin, according to the British Eyecare Trust.  It is children who are most at risk, 

because younger eyes have bigger pupils and clearer lenses, allowing up to 70 per cent more UV light to reach the 

retina than an adult's eye does. 

 

Worldwide, experts are urging adults and children to wear sunglasses as soon as the sun comes out - winter or 

summer.  Even when it is overcast, UV light penetrates into the eyes and experts advise wearing sunglasses whenever 

the UV rating is three or higher.  Sun damage is linked to serious eye problems such as age related macular 

degeneration (AMD), the leading cause of irreversible blindness in the industrial world.  Sunlight is also linked to other 

eye conditions including cataracts, pterygia (benign growths on 

the white of the eye, which can end up blocking vision) and skin 

cancer of the eyelid.  Very bright sunlight - reflected off sand, 

snow, water or the pavement - can cause immediate damage to 

the cornea, the eye's surface. 

 

One of the most effective ways to protect our eyes is to wear 

sunglasses. In some Australian schools, it is mandatory for 

children to wear sunglasses in the playground. 

 

 

 

HOW CAN I BE SUNSMART? 
 

Being SunSmart is about covering up – with clothing, a broad-spectrum sunscreen, a hat and sunglasses. Remember 

to SLIP, SLOP, SLAP and WRAP.  To find out more about ready to wear sun protection clothing that fits the bill click 

here. 

 

SLIP into a long-sleeved shirt and into the shade.  Generally, fabrics with a tighter weave and darker colours will give 

you greater protection from the sun. There are also certain fabrics on the market that have a SPF rating. 

 

SLOP on plenty of broad-spectrum sunscreen of at least SPF30+. Apply sunscreen at least 20 minutes before going 

outdoors and reapply every two hours.  Read more about using sunscreen. 

 

SLAP on a hat with a wide-brim or a cap with flaps – more people are sunburned on their face and neck than any 

other part of the body. 

 

WRAP on a pair of wrap-around sunglasses – UV radiation is just as dangerous to eyesight as it is for the skin. 

 

Sunsmart.org.nz 

http://www.hsc.org.nz/sites/default/files/Gies_McLennan_ReadyToWearSunProtection_SKFJ2012.pdf
http://www.hsc.org.nz/sites/default/files/Gies_McLennan_ReadyToWearSunProtection_SKFJ2012.pdf
http://sunsmart.org.nz/being-sunsmart/using-sunscreen
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BRIEF SNIPPETS 
 

 We are now into summer uniform requirements. 

 School sunhats are compulsory items for the term and can be bought for $10.00 from the Resource Room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Lollies, energy/fizzy drinks and chewing gum continue to be banned from our school. 

 The PTA Home Garden Competition is being held this term.   

 All students have homework every day.  Details about our Home Learning Grid can be viewed on our school 

website – look at the “About Us” page. 

 Out of zone enrolment applications should be in.  We still have some vacancies at year 7. 

 If your child is not returning to year 8 at our school next year, please notify our staff at the office so we can offer 

their place to another student. 

 School daily notices are online.  You can access these through our school website. 

 

 

 

2019 YEAR 8 INFORMATION 
 

All year 7 students will be given an information pack to bring home this week with details regarding stationery, digital 

classes and advanced learning classes for 2019. 

 

 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES COMMUNITY CONSULTATION FEEDBACK 

 

The School Board of Trustees will be providing feedback to our parents and caregivers next week through a special 

newsletter, our website, face book page, and School links. The information provided by our community has been most 

valuable and will assist us with the development of our strategic plan for the next three years. 
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STEVE HATHAWAY AT ASSEMBLY 
 

We had the pleasure of listening to Steve Hathaway at an assembly at our school 

recently.  To say his talk was inspirational is an understatement.  Both staff and students 

sat spellbound listening to Steve’s incredible stories and his very poignant message 

about our environment, both local and global.  As if the stories weren’t incredible 

enough, they were backed up by phenomenal images and Steve’s gift to us all, The 

Young Ocean Explorers website www.youngoceanexplorers.com.  Thank you Steve, so 

generous with your time and your resources. 

 

From Year 7 students: 

 He is inspirational and motivating. 

 He made us more aware about plastics and the state of our oceans and our own New Zealand marine life. 

 It is amazing how he is helping our environment and encouraging us to do the same. 

 We are very thankful for having his precious time. 

 It is cool how he supports his daughter. 

 

From Year 8 students: 

 It is so inspiring to see someone who doesn’t take our oceans for granted and to see how much he cares. 

 Listening to him, I realised that without everyone doing something and contributing to looking after our earth, it 

will be in serious trouble environmentally, but we all can help. 

 We were so inspired about what he is trying to do – he’s making a difference and using his valuable time to talk 

to people to make us all aware. 

 It was inspiring to see the passion you have for the work that you do. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.youngoceanexplorers.com/
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DISCOVER CHINA！ 

发现中国 Fā xiàn Zhōng guó！ 

Discover China! Day is a mini cultural festival for the purpose of promoting students’ multicultural awareness, 

increasing their understanding and appreciation of Chinese culture. In the last two weeks of term 3, Year 7 and Year 

8 students were all involved in the cultural events and had fun! 

 

 Paper-cutting 剪纸 jiǎn zhǐ 

Paper-cutting is a popular folk art in China. They cut pandas, character “春”（spring）and some “window 

blossom”.  

 

The folding and drawing for some patterns were actually challenging to do but they certainly nailed it!  
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 Designing and trying on traditional costume 体验传统服饰 tǐ yàn chuán tǒng fú shì 

China's thousands of years of history has left us a splendid costume culture. Tang suits, cheongsams (Qipao) and 

Hanfu are still popular nowadays.  

 

Students tried on the costumes and designed their own patterns for Qipao and Hanfu. 

 

 Making dumplings 包饺子 bāo jiǎo zi 

In this workshop, students learned how to make and fry dumplings!  

 

 

 Calligraphy 书法 shū fǎ 

 Chinese calligraphy is an art of writing Chinese characters. Four Treasures of the Study (brush, paper, inkstick, 

ink stone) are needed. Students started from using a brush, to writing basic stokes.  

 

 In the end, they were all able to write characters, such as 福 fú （good luck） and 中国 zhōng guó (China). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 Wednesday 17th October 2018 

Otumoetai Intermediate School Newsletter:  Volume 11 2018 Page 10 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

At the end of the day, students presented their calligraphy and paper-cutting works and performed a costume walk-

show in the hall. Mandarin extension class students also performed martial arts 五步拳 wǔ bù quán on the stage.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Xiaoping Chen 陈晓萍，Mandarin Teacher 
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CAMP AND EOTC REMINDER 
 

Just a reminder that the Year 7 camp at Ngatuhoa Lodge and the Year 8 outdoor education programme are due for 

payment in full before they attend any activities.   

 

The cost of the camp is $105.00 and the dates are as follows: 

 

 Room 17 – 29th  to 31st October 2018 

 Room 18 – 31st October to 2nd November 2018 

 Rooms 5 and 6 – 6th to 8th November 2018 

 Rooms 19 and 20– 13th  to 15th November 2018 

 Room 13 – 19th to 21st November 2018 

 Room 9 – 21st to 23rd November 2018 

 Rooms 10 and 14 – 27th to 29th November 2018 

 Rooms 7 and 8 – 11th to 13th December 2018 

 

The cost of the outdoor education programme is $90.00.  Details and dates are as follows: 

 

 Adrenalin Forest – Monday 19th November 2018 – Rooms 1 and 2 

 – Tuesday 20th November 2018 – Rooms 3 and 4 

 – Wednesday 21st November 2018 – Rooms 22 and 12 

 – Thursday 22nd November 2018 – Room 11 

 – Friday 23rd November 2018 – Rooms 26 and 21 

 – Monday 26th November 2018 – Rooms 25 and 27 

 – Tuesday 27th November 2018 – Room 23 and 24 

 

 Waimarino Day 1 – Monday 26th November 2018 – Rooms 1, 11 and 12 

 – Wednesday 28th November 2018 – Rooms 2, 3 and 4 

 – Monday 3rd December 2018 – Rooms 22, 23, 24 and 25 

 – Monday 10th December 2018 – Rooms 21, 26 and 27 

 

 Waimarino Day 2 – Tuesday 27th November 2018 – Rooms 1, 11 and 12 

 – Thursday 29th November 2018 – Rooms 2, 3 and 4 

 – Tuesday 4th December 2018 – Rooms 22, 23, 24 and 25 

 – Tuesday 11th December 2018 – Rooms 21, 26 and 27 

 

Some families prefer to pay by automatic payment.  Our account number for this is 12-3407-0029060-00.  Please 

include your child’s name, room number and reference, eg:  EOTC, Camp, etc with any online payments. 

 

With all online payments, please also return any permission slips to the office. 
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LUNCH ORDERS 
 

Lunches will no longer be ordered through Otumoetai Intermediate.  We will be using the Pita Pit on-line lunch order 

system which will only be available on Fridays.  As an introduction, Pita Pit is offering lunches from $2.00 for Friday 

19th October 2018.  You will need to register online to order and pay for your child’s lunch order.  No orders or money 

will be accepted at school.  Order cut off is 9.00 am on Fridays. This online service is open now for lunch orders. 
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SPORTS NEWS 

 

Out of School Sports/Cultural Activities: 

Basketball 

Niko Butler and George Hardie competed at the Northern Regionals Under 

13 Tournament in Auckland with their Tauranga Under 13 B Rep team.  Their 

team took 1st place for the Under 13B grade, getting through the 

tournament undefeated.   

 

 

Synchronised Swimming 

Sophie Black, Chloe Boyt and Cori McLaughlin competed at the NZ National Artistic Swimming 

as part of the Tauranga Synchro club.  Their club came in the following places: 

 

 Cori McLaughlin and Chloe Boyt in a team of six came fourth place. 

 Chloe Boyt came 2nd place in the Aquarinas Duet 

 - Chloe Boyt in a team of five came first place in the AquaCombo 

 Sophie Black in a team of 4 came 2nd  

 

 

 

COMMUNICATING WITH PARENTS 
 

More and more of our school information is available electronically and we have two apps which 

are great for your mobile phones.  The Findus App at: 

 

  www.findus.co.nz/otumoetaiintermediateschool enables you to access the information shown 

below.   

 

The School Loop App enables you to access our school calendar directly on your mobile phone.  This is updated 

regularly. All families who have provided us with their email addresses have been loaded onto our School-Links system 

and will receive notifications and other school information.   

 

 

  

http://www.findus.co.nz/otumoetaiintermediateschool
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PICKING UP AND DROPPING OFF STUDENTS 

 

Parents and Caregivers become part of the solution 

 

Please pre-plan your pick up and drop off of students at the car park Carlton St reserve off Ngatai Road, avoid Charles 

Street altogether and let your student walk up to the school. The Carlton St reserve, off Ngatai Road below the school, 

provides plenty of free vehicle parks and students can walk safely to and from school. 

 

The congestion in Charles Street becomes unsafe and it is important for buses to use this area. It would also leave 

this small street accessible for parents picking up a student in emergencies.  

 

Please consider a healthier safer alternative of parking and walking. 

 

 

Safety Concerns in School Carpark 

 

Some mornings before school there are sports training sessions.  Consequently, there are often students around our 

school earlier than normal. All too often we are seeing parents who are clearly in a hurry to drop their child off and get 

to their own work, who drive into the front carpark at really excessive speeds.  They usually then continue with the 

speed and exit by the recycling and clothes bins towards the college.  

 

Others drive into the exits at similar speeds. Numerous times, other drivers have had to stop their car, or get out of 

the way on foot as this happens.  

 

Our main concern is for those students on foot who are also early for a training session. We would like to appeal to 

our parents dropping off a student to put student safety first when entering or exiting our car park. 

 

 

CHOOSE SAFETY OVER CONVENIENCE. REDUCE CHAOS AT OUR SCHOOL GATE. 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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