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Dear parents, caregivers, students and friends of the school.  

Tena koutou katoa.  Nga mihi nui ki a koutou katoa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to our final newsletter for 2018.  This has been another awesome year 

with our students positioning Otumoetai Intermediate as one of the leading Year 

7 and Year 8 schools in New Zealand once again.   

 

A major feature of our school has been the high level of enthusiasm, skill and self-belief shown by the students 

in all aspects of school life.  Every year we endeavour to develop in our students an expectation of manners, 

friendliness, encouragement, commitment and aspiration to do their best at all times. 

 

All representative teams leave the school with a winning attitude coupled with a belief in themselves and their 

team mates.  The year’s results highlight this.  This does not happen without the support and dedication of 

staff and parents.  This has been an active and, at times, hectic year for the staff.  I would like to publicly thank 

every member of the team for their commitment to the students.  On behalf of the school community, I would 

like to say a big thank you and wish them all a restful break over the holidays. 

 

As Principal, I have appreciated the continued support of our parents, Board of Trustees, PTA and students.  

We have something special at Otumoetai Intermediate School and I look forward to a challenging and exciting 

year in 2019.  To all our families, friends and sponsors, a big thank you and a very Merry Christmas and 

prosperous New Year. 

 

 

Nga Mihi Nui 

 

 

 

 

Henk Popping 

PRINCIPAL  

  

 Proud sponsors of Otumoetai Intermediate 

  

 

 
 

ANNUAL YEAR 8 UNIFORM SALE 
 

When: 9.00 am, Wednesday 19th December 2018 (day after school finishes) 

 

Where: Top Astro Turf, Otumoetai Intermediate School 

 

What: All year 8 students and their parents who wish to sell their uniforms, are invited to set themselves up 

with their uniform items for sale on the top astro turf.  All incoming Year 7 students and their parents/ 

caregivers will be notified of this event and will be looking to purchase second hand uniforms. 
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TE RĀ REHIA KAPA HAKA FESTIVAL 
 

Otumoetai Intermediate School hosted a Te Rā Rehia Kapa Haka Festival on Friday 23rd November 2018.  A fantastic 

day was had by all.  Below are some photos from the day.  Visit our facebook page to view more photos. 
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FINAL ASSEMBLY AND END OF YEAR AWARDS 

Tuesday 18th December 2018 at 11.00 am  

 

At this final assembly we will celebrate our students’ successes and present the school’s top award “The Principal’s 

Award” to students who have made outstanding contributions to the school and excelled across all four disciplines.  

These disciplines are:  citizenship, sports, cultural and academic attainment.  This is the 14th year we will be 

presenting these red ribbon awards to recognise the achievement of our top students.  The basis for selection will be 

“Student Involvement and Success” forms from their portfolios.  

 

Parents are invited to join us at this final assembly to celebrate the year 

 

Programme for Assembly: 

 

 Whole assembly singing National Anthem 

 Welcome and introduction – Mr Stanley, Deputy Principal 

 Address by Mrs Fiona McTavish – Board of Trustees Chair 

 Principal’s Awards presented to Year 7 students (1st group) 

 School Leaders Speech  

 Principal’s Awards presented to Year 7 students (2nd group) 

 Music Academy Item 

 Address by Mr Popping – School Principal 

 Principal’s Awards presented to Year 8 students (1st group) 

 Music Academy Item 

 Principal’s Awards presented to Year 8 students (2nd group) 

 Closing comments by Mr Popping 

 Approximate finish time 12.30 pm 

 

School finishes at between 12.30 and 1.00 pm on this day.   

Parents will need to make arrangements for their child/ren to be collected. 

 

 

 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL ARRANGEMENTS 2019 

 

All new Year 7 students meet on the top astro turf as you come in the school gates.  All Year 8 students meet at the 

hall.  Signs will be out to direct you to the appropriate meeting points.  The bell will ring at 8.45 am, teachers introduced 

and classes will be announced.  We look forward to our new families joining us and welcoming our returning students. 
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2018 END OF YEAR BUS ARRANGEMENTS 
 

Rural Bus 

Bus 10 12.30 pm Tuesday 18th December 2018. 

Bus 11 1.00 pm Thursday 13th December 2018. 

Bus 13 1.00 pm Thursday 13th December 2018.   

Bus 14 12.30 pm Tuesday 18th December 2018 

Bus 16 1.00 pm Thursday 13th December 2018. 

Bus 17 12.30 pm Tuesday 18th December 2018.   

Bus 22 1.00 pm Thursday 13th December 2018. Students to catch Bus 25 after this date. 

Bus 25 12.30 pm Tuesday 18th December 2018 

Rapid Van Between 12.00 and 12.30 pm Tuesday 18th December 2018. 

 

Please note Bus 25 will include Bus 22 stops from Thursday 13th December PM. 

 

 

Schoolhopper Bus  

 Buses 411 and 559 finish at 12.30 pm on Tuesday 18th December 2018. 

 Bus 657 will finish at normal time on Tuesday 18th December 2018.  Please note that the school will be 

unattended from 1.00 pm so families may need to make alternative arrangements for this bus run. 

 

 
 

2019 BEGINNING OF YEAR BUS ARRANGEMENTS 
 

Rural Bus and Rapid Van 

All start Monday 4th February 2019. 

 

 

Schoolhopper Bus  

Please note the bus routes for 2019 are as follows: 

 

 Buses 904 – Welcome Bay/Ohauiti 

 Bus 905 – Castlewald Drive, Moffatt Road, Bethlehem Road, Millers Road. 

 

Students living in Greerton/Pyes Pa (up to Aquinas College) are considered urban and will need to catch Bus 1 into 

the city centre then catch Bus 60 to the Intermediate. 

 

All Schoolhopper buses start on Monday 4th February 2019.   
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MUSIC ACADEMY TOUR 
 

The Otumoetai Intermediate Music Academy of 2018 concluded a busy year by touring around the local contributing 

primary schools. In lunch times, weekends and after school, students put together an engaging 45 minute program 

of music which they were very excited about performing to a live audience. The Music Academy tour was a fantastic 

opportunity and experience enjoyed by all students and was well received by all of our audiences. 

 

Students learnt a range of performance and musical skills and began to understand what it really is like to be a 

travelling band on tour. A huge congratulations to all Music Academy students for putting together a fantastic and 

successful music tour for 2018. We wish to thank everyone that was involved - parents, students and our audiences. 

 

Miss Neal, Music Teacher 
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CHRISTMAS CHOIR AND PERFORMING ARTS 
 

The Otumoetai Intermediate School Choir love to give back to the community around this time of year. Last week the 

school Choir visited an elderly “Care and Craft” group at St. Columbus Church, Cherrywood to sing a variety of 

Christmas Carols. They beautifully sung a range of traditional and contemporary songs that bought a lot of joy to this 

group of people. The choir’s favourite song was “Rudolf the Red Nosed Reindeer”.  Students from the Performing Arts 

academy and schools Concert Band also joined with some engaging dances and songs.  

 

A big thank you to all students who were involved with the Christmas Performance 2018. You were extremely generous 

in your time, bringing joy to the community this Christmas. Well done.  

Miss Neal, Music Teacher 
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PERFORMING ARTS ACADEMY REST HOME PERFORMANCE  

In week 8 the Performing Arts Academy put on a festival performance for two local rest homes.  This performance 

included dance, drama and singing items created by the students.  Afterwards, they shared an afternoon tea whereby 

the students and our guests had the opportunity to sit and chat together.  It was a fun-filled rewarding afternoon for 

our students, and our guests where overly impressed by the talent, passion and confidence that our students have. 

 

Ms O’Sullivan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ZONTA/ROTARY AWARDS 

 

These are endeavour awards with the intention of providing a deserving student with a helping hand for College.  Six 

girls and six boys were chosen by the school who then made a short presentation of their choice (eg speech, poem, 

song, dance, etc) to a select group of Zonta and Rotary members.  Each of the six girls and six boys were given a book 

voucher to the value of $25.00 and one boy and girl is selected as overall winners and awarded a credit of $200.00 

at their future secondary school for uniforms, books, fees, etc.  The overall winners for 2018 are as follows: 

 

 Zonta Award - Māanawatanga Marston 

 Rotary Award - Montana Wheeler 
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YEAR 8 SOCIAL  

 

Photos 

 

There will be a photographer present on the night and photos taken will be available on line at 

http://carters.photoprintordering.com/pro_event.html, password: oisb18, or at Carters Photographics, 42 Grey 

Street, Tauranga.  Prints are: 6 x 4 = $3.00 each, 5 x 7 = $4.00 each. All orders will accrue a small service fee and 

have a delivery or pick up option.  For more information, call Carters Photographics on 578-9417.   

 

Note:  Otumoetai Intermediate School Facebook photos will not be available this year. 

 

 

Pick Up 

 

This is a heads up to let parents know what the arrangements will be for picking up your child at the end of the Year 

8 graduation social on Monday 17th December 2018.   

 

We ask that parents wait outside the hall near the front door and if it is wet we will open up the ICT rooms for shelter. 

Parents will NOT be able to enter the hall during the social because of health and safety restrictions and fire 

regulations. At the end of the social, the front doors will be opened and parents will be able to enter and collect their 

child. Exit will be through the hall side door near the outside toilets.   

 

Please do not ask to be admitted earlier as we do not wish to offend by saying no. 

 

 

 

ADAM CLARKE SCHOLARSHIP AWARD  

 

Adam was a highly talented student who was of great assistance as an ICT helper and peer mentor when he was a 

student at our school in 2003 and 2004.  Sadly, Adam passed away in 2011 and David Isaacson, the school ICT 

teacher at the time, has kindly sponsored an annual scholarship in his name.  David is now living and working in 

Melbourne but continues to take an active interest in our school. 

 

The Adam Clarke Scholarship is to acknowledge Year 8 students each year that have been particularly helpful in ICT 

over their two years at our school.  The Scholarship is for the amount of $100.00.   

 

It was our pleasure to award the 2018 Adam Clarke Scholarship to Sienna Paxie.   

 

We would like to thank David for this kind donation and instigation of this award in memory of Adam. 

 

 

 

 

http://carters.photoprintordering.com/pro_event.html
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TRINITY EXAMS 

 

Speech and Drama 

Our Speech and Drama students have been working very hard this year preparing for their exams.  The results for the 

Trinity Speech and Drama exams for 2018 are:  

 

Grade 2 Candidates: Grade 3 Candidates: 

 Cohen Bruce -  88%, Distinction ● Lottie Clarke -  75%, Merit 

 Courtney Kidd -  86%, Distinction ● Hugo Corin -  92%, Distinction 

 Jack Muir -  89%, Distinction ● Lucy Dixon-Graham -  85%, Distinction 

 ● Grace Hutchinson - 81%, Merit 

 ● Gabrielle Lilley - 86%, Distinction 

 ● Alex Williamson - 85%, Distinction 
 

A fantastic effort and result by all!  Well done! 

 

 

 

SCHOOL ITEMS 
 

Office Hours 

Please note that the school office will be closed from 1.00 pm on Tuesday 18th December 2018 and re-open on 

Wednesday 30th January 2019 for hat purchases and pre-ordered stationery collections.  The school is open for 

instruction on Monday 4th February 2019 at 8.45 am. 

 

 

Medications 

All student medications that have been held at the office need to be collected by the last day of school. 

 

 

Lost Property 

Please ensure all students have looked through our lost property for any lost items. 

 

 

Astro Turf 

Please note that our Astro Turf is available for hire for people from our community.  Keys are available from the 

school office for $20.00 plus a $5.00 refundable bond.  Key hireage is on an annual basis and new keys are issued 

on 7th February each year at which time old keys need to be returned.   

 

 

Uniforms 

Please note that students are able to bike to school in their PE shirts for better visibility on the road but must change 

and wear our full school uniform once at school. 
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SERVICE LEADERS 
Farewell and Many Thanks To Our Service Leaders 

 

More than any other leadership theorist, Robert Greenleaf helped us understand that leadership is all about service. 

Servant-leadership puts others first – in the hopes of promoting a sense of community. The Dalai Lama has said, ‘If 

you seek enlightenment for yourself, simply to enhance yourself and your position, you miss the purpose.  If you seek 

enlightenment for yourself to enable you to serve others, you are with purpose”. 

 

I would like to acknowledge the work that our Service Leaders have done over the 2018 school year.  I would like to 

thank you all for your help, hard work and for the support that you have given, not only to me but to Senior 

Management and to our school in general.  You have attended special events as school representatives, attended 

information evenings, taken guests on tours, worked in school delivering messages morning and afternoon, covered 

the canteen, PE monitors at lunchtimes, monitored our litter, run the engraving, run assemblies and as we saw last 

Friday by Karlia, when asked, some of you write and deliver incredible speeches. 

 

Recently, when I was thinking of the criteria by which to choose our new service leaders for next year, I thought about 

what is was that you all demonstrated this year.  The personal attributes that you have shown came to mind like: 

shows initiative and has that ‘can-do-factor’, can be relied upon, is organised, looks for ways to help those around 

them, can speak well in front of groups, are resilient and can have plans change on you with little or no notice and 

cope, you are trustworthy and do the right thing at all times. The job you do in school is big and you have all done it 

so well. 

 

It has been a pleasure to work alongside such a respectful, giving, up-beat and happy team of hard working students. 

I wish you all the very best for college next year. Take every opportunity that comes your way and give everything your 

best shot, you will be rewarded for the effort you put in. 

 

Thank you team, go well.  

Ms McPike, Student Support 
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LEARNING LEADERS 
Thank You for Your Contribution 

 

These students are the voice of the learners in our school.  Prior to going into the classrooms they are involved  in 

training sessions where they work with a partner gaining skills to be able to observe, discuss, evaluate and prepare a 

report to feed back to the teacher what the learners in the class have experienced. 

 

This involves; observing how students are responding to the lesson, active listening to what students are contributing 

and making quick notes.  They also ask questions of the students in the class and finally prepare a written report. The 

contribution they make is unique as it is an opportunity for teachers to get constructive feedback from students, often 

providing information that they are very appreciative of.  Seeing lessons from a learner’s perspective can be very 

different from a teachers view.  Teachers take the feedback seriously and are often very impressed with the depth of 

thought and insightfulness that these students present. 

 

So a big thank you to all of our Learning Leaders and we wish you success in your secondary experience.  Use the 

skills you have learnt to become a better learner in your future educational experiences. 

 

A quote from one of these students: 

 

“I have learnt a lot about what a teacher does to make learning easier for me to understand and how I could comment 

about a lesson so the teacher would be appreciative about my feedback.” 

 

Thank you again for your contribution to our school. 

 

Warm regards. 

Mrs Hutchinson, Deputy Principal, Curriculum 
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RUTHERFORD 
 

Fingerprints, Forensics  

 

This term the Rutherford Science students studied Forensic Science. 

 

They started off with fingerprints and made a great inky mess fingerprinting each other! These were identified, 

classified and compared with each other. The students proved to have a great eye for detail, easily identifying and 

matching ridge patterns.  Then came the memory tests.  Students turned into crime scene witnesses with a very broad 

range of results! 

 

We touched on the fascinating subject of blood, but all good things must come to an end and science is over for the 

year. Both the Year 7 and Year 8 students have been an absolute pleasure to be with each Friday. The year 8’s are 

leaving and after being in the privileged position of teaching them for two years, I will really miss them.  What a 

wonderful and insightful group of clever young people they are. I wish them well. 

 

New Year 8’s will start their Rutherford year off sometime next year with Marine Biology – specimen supply leads us 

down some interesting paths! 

 

The Year 7 Science Scholars have had an equally great time this term. Their Marine Biology kicked off with our friends 

from Sanford giving us a big bag of Spotted Stargazers. The external features and adaptations were studied. This 

amazing ambush predator with shovel like pectoral fins was so interesting. The Scholars finished their year with a 

third Science Trust badge – worn with pride. They are such hard workers and have completed some incredible projects.  

 

Ms McPike, Student Support 
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ROBOTICS 
 

Two Robotics teams competed in Palmerston North for the Nationals Robotics Competition against other schools 

around New Zealand. The teams worked well as a group and conducted themselves in a proud manner. After a few 

repairs to the robots they were able to be very competitive against the other teams. 'Shooting Stars of Awesomeness' 

came 24th in the country, they scored 26 points in one game with the highest points from other teams being 28. 

 

Mr Benson, ICT Teacher 
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2018 PTA HOME GARDEN COMPETITION 

 

The PTA Home garden competition took place again this year and a number of students took the opportunity to take 

part. We were impressed with the amount of commitment that went into each project and it was pretty difficult to 

make the final decisions.   

 

Well done to everyone who entered and we hope you continue to enjoy your love of gardening!   

 

Our awards are as follows: 

 

 Elsa Alexander: For excellent planning, different methods of growing and good problem solving. 

 Charlie Minshall: For an original idea of edible flowers, amazing presentation and detailed diary. 

 Josh Brown: For an innovative, fun and colourful result, amazing result and creative way of planting. 

 Marissa Barber & Dani Brewerton: For good planning, nice garden design and fun theme. 

 Kara Blackstock: For a huge effort from weeding through to actual result. 

PTA Committee 

 

 

2018 SERVICE AWARDS 

 

At our assembly this morning the following service awards were handed out: 

 

Bike Shed Monitors 

 Kaedyn Bell, Zane Loughnan and Julia Papesch 

 

PE Shed Monitors 

 Karlise Harland, Samantha Lemberg and Dylan McDermid 

 

Audio and Visual 

 Joel Beets 

 

Grounds/Environment 

 Jack Evans, Rawhiti Harvey, Isaac Lawrence and Dylan Stratford 
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FAREWELL TO XIAOPING CHEN  

 

Otumoetai Intermediate has had the privilege of having a Mandarin Language Assistant teacher, 

Xiaoping for the year which has enabled students to experience the Mandarin language and 

culture. 

 

Xiaoping enjoyed learning about our culture and attended many class trips and a year 7 camp.   

 

Xiaoping left our school last Friday to head back to China and we wish her well for the future. 

 

 

 

SPORTS NEWS 

 

Inter-Intermediate Sports: 

 

Athletics 

 

The BOP/Poverty Bay Intermediate athletics champs were held at the Tauranga Domain on the 30th of November.  Our 

school sent 50 talented athletes to compete in the track and field events.  The students had a great day, competed 

strongly and their fantastic results meant that our school placed second overall.  Mitchell Taylor was the 1st placed 

year 8 boy overall and Isaac Peters was the 3rd placed year 7 boy overall. 

 

Individual Results 

 

Track 

 3rd = year 7 girls 200m – Paige Peters  

 1st year 8 boys 300m – Mitchell Taylor 

 2nd year 8 boys 300m - Robert Unsworth 

 3rd year 7 girls 800m – Alex Rawlinson 

 3rd year 8 girls 800m – Lulu Johnson  

 1st year 8 boys 800m – Mitchell Taylor 

 2nd year 7 girls 1500m – Alex Rawlinson 

 2nd year 8 boys 1500m – Lucas Finnigan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Field 

 2nd year 8 boys high jump – Eric Yoo 

 3rd year 7 girls long jump – Sharnay Gonzales 

 1st year 7 boys long jump – Isaac Peters 

 3rd year 8 girls long jump – Lucy Lloyd 

 3rd year 8 boys long jump – Jonah Downes-

Vulaono 

 3rd year 7 girls discus – Emma Searle 

 3rd year 7 boys discus – Isaac Peters 

 3rd year 8 boys discus – Connor Brown 

 2nd year 7 girls shotput – Katie Kennerley 

 2nd year 7 boys shotput – Isaac Peters 

 2nd year 8 girls cricket ball throw – Bree McTavish 

Hurawai 

 3rd year 8 boys cricket ball throw – Zane Loughnan 
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Beach Challenge 

The Gisborne trip was amazing and the boys had a fantastic 

time: 

 

 Year 7 boys 4th overall in the beach challenge. 

 Year 8 boys 3rd overall in the beach challenge.  

 

Mason Kritz, Harvey Hinde and Lucas Finnigan won the team 

triathlon for year 8 boys. 

 
 

Volleyball 

Last Friday our school attended a volleyball tournament at the ASB Arena.  

Throughout the day all four teams enjoyed the games and did very well.  I would 

like to thank Mrs Dey for organising the day and Miss Johnstone, Mr Meyers, Mr 

Braddock and Miss Neal for coaching the 

teams and for Ms O’Sullivan for helping on 

the day.  Overall we had an awesome day and 

came away with the following placings: 

 

 Year 7 girls - 2nd place 

 Year 8 girls - 4th place   

 Year 7 boys - 3rd place 

 Year 8 boys - had a fun day  Karlia Taylor 

 

 

Out of School Sports: 

 

Volleyball 

The ‘ Crushers’ fought hard to receive 2nd place in Division 2 at the Spikers Nation Volleyball tournament on Friday 

16th and Saturday 17th November.  The team included the following students: 

 

 Dominic Brown – Captain 

 Phoenix Forrester 

 Jackson Cottam 

 Blake Fisher 

 Connor Foreman 

 Brayton Allan 

 Zavier Wichman 

 Max Matthews 
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PICKING UP AND DROPPING OFF STUDENTS 

 

Parents and Caregivers become part of the solution 

 

Please pre-plan your pick up and drop off of students at the car park Carlton St reserve off Ngatai Road, avoid Charles 

Street altogether and let your student walk up to the school. The Carlton St reserve, off Ngatai Road below the school, 

provides plenty of free vehicle parks and students can walk safely to and from school. 

 

The congestion in Charles Street becomes unsafe and it is important for buses to use this area. It would also leave 

this small street accessible for parents picking up a student in emergencies.  

 

Please consider a healthier safer alternative of parking and walking. 

 

 

Safety Concerns in School Carpark 

 

Some mornings before school there are sports training sessions.  Consequently, there are often students around our 

school earlier than normal. All too often we are seeing parents who are clearly in a hurry to drop their child off and get 

to their own work, who drive into the front carpark at really excessive speeds.  They usually then continue with the 

speed and exit by the recycling and clothes bins towards the college.  

 

Others drive into the exits at similar speeds. Numerous times, other drivers have had to stop their car, or get out of 

the way on foot as this happens.  

 

Our main concern is for those students on foot who are also early for a training session. We would like to appeal to 

our parents dropping off a student to put student safety first when entering or exiting our car park. 

 

 

CHOOSE SAFETY OVER CONVENIENCE. REDUCE CHAOS AT OUR SCHOOL GATE. 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 

 

 
 

 

 



  

 Friday 14th December 2018 

Otumoetai Intermediate School Newsletter:  Volume 12 2018 Page 5 

 

 

 
 

 



  

 Friday 14th December 2018 

Otumoetai Intermediate School Newsletter:  Volume 12 2018 Page 6 

 

 

 

 
 

 



  

 Friday 14th December 2018 

Otumoetai Intermediate School Newsletter:  Volume 12 2018 Page 7 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 Friday 14th December 2018 

Otumoetai Intermediate School Newsletter:  Volume 12 2018 Page 8 

 

 

 



  

 Friday 14th December 2018 

Otumoetai Intermediate School Newsletter:  Volume 12 2018 Page 9 

 

 

 



  

 Friday 14th December 2018 

Otumoetai Intermediate School Newsletter:  Volume 12 2018 Page 10 

 

 



  

 Friday 14th December 2018 

Otumoetai Intermediate School Newsletter:  Volume 12 2018 Page 11 

 

 

 



  

 Friday 14th December 2018 

Otumoetai Intermediate School Newsletter:  Volume 12 2018 Page 12 

 

 

 



  

 Friday 14th December 2018 

Otumoetai Intermediate School Newsletter:  Volume 12 2018 Page 13 

 

 


