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Dear parents, caregivers, students and friends of the school.  

Tena koutou katoa.  Nga mihi nui ki a koutou katoa. 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back to all our students and a warm welcome to new families who are 

joining the school for Term Two.  Our major fundraiser for the year gets underway 

this term in the form of our Knowledgeathon.  We look forward to your support of 

this activity and encourage you to take this opportunity to get involved in your son 

or daughter’s learning. 

We appreciate the support of parents and caregivers in ensuring that all our students arrive at school in correct 

school uniform and ready to learn. We are looking forward to a busy and productive term. 

Winter sports are getting underway and sincere thanks to all parents and caregivers who have volunteered their 

time to coach and manage school teams. 

The focus this term continues on achieving high levels of attainment in reading, writing and mathematics whilst 

developing our students’ skills for lifelong learning.  This means each student will be encouraged to actively 

engage in their learning by asking four key questions in each area of study. 

These are: 

1. Why am I doing this task? 

2. How am I going to be assessed on how successful I have been? 

3. How have I achieved this task? 

4. If that’s how I have done, where to next? 

Parents and caregivers are encouraged to actively participate in their child’s learning through discussion at 

home, looking at their child’s individual portfolio at any time and through parent interviews in July or as needed.  

Emphasis will continue on encouragement, positive attitudes and consideration of others.  Manners will be 

reinforced, particularly in the way students speak to each other and adults.  Families are invited to assist us by 

also focusing on these at home. 

Our school is committed to guiding our students towards good citizenship, the development of high levels of 

interpersonal skills and powerful thinking.  This includes enabling all students to use digital technology as an 

integral part of their learning at our school. 

This term our Board of Trustees is wishing to consult with our community to help us establish the direction our 

school will take over the next five years.  Please take the opportunity to participate in this and give us your views. 

 

Nga Mihi Nui 

 

 

 

 

Henk Popping 

PRINCIPAL   

 

 Proud sponsors of Otumoetai Intermediate 
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PARENT AND COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 2018 

 

The Otumoetai Intermediate School Board of Trustees is planning the future direction for our school. This involves 

consulting widely through meetings and surveys to obtain our community’s view of our school and obtain feedback to 

assist with the development of our key objectives.  

 

At Otumoetai Intermediate School, we have seven strategic goals. We would appreciate your views on these and any 

suggestions you can make to develop our focus for the future.  We are all living in a rapidly changing world and we 

are determined to ensure your child receives the best year 7 and year 8 education for the 21st century at Otumoetai 

Intermediate School.  It is important for us to understand how our parents feel about the quality of education provided 

by this school, and more importantly, what we can do better for your child. 

 

Please take the time and opportunity to participate in our consultative process as we value your views. 

 

The Plan: 

 

1. The first stage involves an informal style café style parent / community meeting focussing on a SWOT approach. 

(What are our strengths, weaknesses, what opportunities should we embrace and what are the threats we need 

to be aware of?) 

 

 Participants will be asked to give feedback on the school’s perceived strengths, weaknesses, opportunities we 

should pursue and areas of concern.  This will be an opportunity to give feedback in a relaxed informal manner. 

Supper will be provided. A facilitator who will outline the process and café etiquette for participants will lead the 

process. 

 

 Consultation will be set up around several tables. At each table will be a question / comment that participants 

will be asked to respond to in writing or images on a large white paper table covering. They could also write on 

post-its and stick these on relevant sections on the tables. Participants may also prefer to talk to the table host 

at that table. 

 

 Participants then move around and visit each table until they feel satisfied they have contributed. 

 

 Each table will have a table host and there will be several roaming café hosts to assist. These will be either 

specific facilitators, senior leaders or board of trustees members.  

 

 Date for this consultation night:  Wednesday 30th May, 2018 

 

 

2. A consultative survey will be available at the same time. 

 

 This survey will have ten questions seeking parent / caregivers feedback. Parents will be able to either 

contribute to an on-line survey monkey or complete a paper copy with a return addressed envelope. The paper 

copy will be available for families on request. 
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 The survey will focus on our current seven strategic goals plus values and key competencies. All parents and 

caregivers will be provided with a survey link to the survey through our school links service. 

 

3. A consultative hui for whanau will be held to enable our Maori community to provide their views on the school. 

Parents will be invited to join in an informal korero with supper provided on a drop in basis.  Feedback will be 

recorded on large table coverings by hosts. 

 

Date still to be confirmed. 

 

 

Who Are We Consulting With: 

Parents and whanau from our contributing schools, current parents and whanau, parents and whanau who have 

just left the school. 

 

 

Information Collation and Reporting: 

All the information provided by our parents, whanau and community will be collated by Mr Rex Allott, an 

independent consultant. He will work with our Board subcommittee in preparing an analysis for the Board and 

school community. 

 

Fiona McTavish        Paul Dow      Henk Popping    

Board of Trustees Chair    Board of Trustees Member    Principal 

 

 

 

MID-YEAR PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES 

AND WRITTEN REPORTS REMINDER 

 When: Thursday 5th July 2018 

 Time: 7.30 am to 8.00 pm 

 

Just a reminder that the parent-teacher conferences will run throughout the whole day and will be of 20-minute 

duration.  This is to allow parents to have quality discussions with the teacher around their child’s learning and 

progress at school.  We ask all parents to keep their child at home for the day except to accompany you to school for 

your meeting with the teacher.   

 

The school will be open to supervise any students who do not have alternative care arrangements. 

 

Interviews will be booked through www.parentinterviews.co.nz.  Students will be given information on 25th June 2018 

with detailed instructions on how to book your interview.  This will include a unique booking code.   

 

You will not need to register with School-Links to book your interview times. 

http://www.parentinterviews.co.nz/
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UNIFORMS - MOVING INTO WINTER TERM 

 

Students may wear the black winter sports pants as shown in the photograph during Terms 

2 and 3.  These must be plain, black, straight legged Asic/Brunner style pants with hidden 

zip on outside bottom legs as shown.  They must be made from lined, black, windproof 

material.  Trackpants with stripes or large logos will not be acceptable.   

 

The black sports pants shown in the photograph are available from Active Schoolwear in 

Grey Street and New Zealand Uniforms.  Just like other top schools with a uniform, it is 

important to us that our uniform looks smart at all times.  We have gone through a careful 

process of quality control and these sports pants have been given approval as Otumoetai 

Intermediate apparel that will stay in top condition.   

 

Active Schoolwear, NZ Uniforms and The Warehouse are authorised suppliers of our school 

uniform and if people don’t wish to buy these particular sports pants, then they should stay 

with the regular school uniform. Girls are able to wear black tights with their skirts and 

scarves in school colours are also acceptable.   

 

We will not accept incorrect jerseys, hoodies, sweatshirts or jackets.  We have some donated jerseys and jackets at 

school for families who need assistance with these.  Please note: Otumoetai College apparel is not acceptable at our 

school. 

 

The school’s footwear requirements are able to be viewed on our website.  Parents are reminded plain black leather 

shoes are recommended for winter.  Boots, sports shoes and skate shoes with logos will not be accepted. 

 

 

 

BUZZ THE PEOPLE 

 

We invite all our parents and friends to support our school in this easy 

fundraiser. All you have to do is register on-line at: 

 

http://www.buzzthepeople.co.nz/helpfundraise.aspx?s=14640C46 
 

What is buzzthepeople? 

buzzthepeople is an online research panel. By telling us what you think 

in surveys and online discussions, you can earn rewards for yourself. You can also choose to raise money for our 

school.  You will receive a consumer survey by email to complete every now and then and earn 50c for the school 

every time you complete the survey.  

 

You will also go into a draw for great prizes including $500.00 worth of groceries every month.  

 

We currently have 76 supporters who have raised $2,185.50 for the school. 

http://www.buzzthepeople.co.nz/helpfundraise.aspx?s=14640C46
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GRANDPARENTS DAY 

 

What a tremendous Grandparents Day we had and a real honour to host over 600 grandparents at school for the day.  

The students and staff were still talking about the wonderful atmosphere and their experiences with grandparents 

well into this week. 

 

We would like to thank all families for their support and, in particular, our PTA parent volunteers who provided the 

morning tea. 

 

To everyone who sent along a plate of food, a big thanks from all of us. 
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PTA MEETING 

 

Our next PTA meeting will be held on Wednesday 9th May at 7.00 pm.  A reminder that John Parsons from 

Simulate2educate will be present to speak to parents around cyber safety at 7.30 pm in the hall. Parents are invited 

to provide feedback on this year’s programme by: 

 

 Emailing the school at: admin@otuinter.school.nz or 

 Writing a submission to:  The Principal 

 

John Parsons 

 

John Parsons is an Internet Safety and Risk Assessment Consultant to schools, the private sector and the 

health sector, providing specialist advice and direction on the safe use of Digital Communication Technology.   

John is the co-developer of cutting edge cyber safety Internet 

Health Safety education now being delivered in Schools and to 

adult learning groups.   

He promotes the rights of children to be judged fairly recognising 

their rights to use communication technology safely and with 

respect for themselves and others. 

John’s sessions have been widely acclaimed nationally and by 

our Intermediate parents in previous years.  He is highly 

recommended and parents will come away better equipped to 

assist their children on the internet. 

 

 

OTUMOETAI INTERMEDIATE SPORTS  

FEES AND DONATIONS 
 

We would like to thank all those families who are supporting the school through the specific and general school 

donations.  We can provide a quality education to your child only if all families support the school with a donation. 

 

Invoices have been sent out for sports fees last term. There have been reminders posted on School-Links that these 

fees are due and expected to be paid before the start of the season.  You can either pay these fees directly at the 

office or online into the following account number:   

 

12-3407-0029060-00 (using your child’s name and the sport they play as the reference). 

 

If you have paid your fees in the last few days, thank you. If you are not in a position to pay these fees, then please 

ring Jo Dey in the Sports Office.  If for some reason your child is no longer playing sport, please let Jo Dey know.   

If you have any queries, please contact Jo on 576 5105 or by email on jdey@otuinter.school.nz. 

mailto:admin@otuinter.school.nz
mailto:jdey@otuinter.school.nz
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MEDAI NAKANO JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

 

Otumoetai Intermediate School recently hosted 20 students from Medai Nakano Junior High School in Japan.  The 

students spent eight days at our school and spent some of their time learning about our conservation area, playing 

sports, cooking and making Purerehuas.   

 

Thank you to all our host families, classroom buddies and room 15 students who made their trip so enjoyable. 
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2018 KNOWLEDGEATHON 
 

The PTA Knowledgeathon fundraiser is used to raise money for projects that directly benefit the students in each year.  

The money raised this year will be used to replace the astroturf on our top field.  We are asking every student to raise 

at least $10.00 in sponsorship.  Our goal is to raise in excess of $10,000.00 

 

How does it work? 

During weeks 1 - 7 of this term the students will be learning the answers to 100 questions.  During week 7, they will 

be tested on these 100 questions.  The aim of this Knowledgeathon is for the students to learn the answers and get 

sponsorship per question answered correctly or a donation.  The staff will mark the Knowledgeathon test and the 

students will receive their marked tests the following day.  Money collection can begin as soon as they have received 

their score.  To be considered for individual prize draws and class prizes all money must be in by Friday 29th June 

(week 9). 

 

Prizes 

 Individual prize draws. 

 Top class prizes (for money raised) and top class prize for most perfect scores (100/100) 

 Special effort prizes for outstanding individual effort. 

 Top family prize (for money raised) 

 

What happened to last year’s money? 

Last year the school used the funds raised to help purchase chromebooks and other IT equipment. More than 

$24,000.00 was raised enabling students to have access to up to date technology that would have otherwise not 

been available.  

 

Thank you for your time and help with making our Knowledgeathon successful. 

 

 

 

CANTEEN 
 

Lunch orders are available Thursdays and Fridays.   

 

All lunches must be pre-ordered before 8.45 am with the correct cash as no change is given.  No EFTPOS is available.  

Students need to complete an order form which is available from the hall.  Lunches are delivered to our school and 

students can collect them at 12.30 from the hall.   

 

A copy of the lunch order menu is available on our website at www.otuinter.school.nz.   
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FAMILY DRAW FOR SCHOOL FEES AND DONATION 

 

A huge thank you to all families who have paid school fees and school donations.   

We held our supervised draw for the family dinner or grocery voucher. 

 

The winning family is Elske van Wyk’s family.  Congratulations! 

 

 

 

PERFORMING ARTS 

Ballet In A Box – Royal NZ Ballet Performance 

In week 10 of Term 1, 35 of our aspiring Performing Arts students attended a free ballet performance at Baycourt 

Addison Theatre hosted by the Royal New Zealand Ballet (RNZB).  The show consisted of two diverse performance 

pieces of classical and contemporary ballet, and then followed with the wonderful opportunity of a Q & A session.  Two 

of our students – Hugo Corin and Lee Bradley were invited onto the stage to assist and demonstrate in a pas de deux 

(dance for two) with two of the RNZB members, which I’m sure, will be an unforgettable experience for them.  Our 

students had a fantastic time, enjoying the ballet with the staging, lighting, costumes, pointe shoes and of course the 

dancing.  It was especially exciting to see a young ballerina – Olivia Moore, who previously attended this school making 

her debut for the RNZB.  We left feeling excited, enthusiastic and very inspired to dance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEACHER ONLY DAY  
 

Please note that the school will be closed for instruction on Monday 21st May 2018. 

 

 

 

SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY 
 

Our school cross-country will be held on Friday 25th May 2018. 

We welcome all parents and whanau at this and further information will follow. 
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COMMUNICATING WITH PARENTS 
 

More and more of our school information is available electronically and we have two apps which 

are great for your mobile phones.  The Findus App at:   

 

www.findus.co.nz/otumoetaiintermediateschool  

 

enables you to access the information shown below.   

 

The School Loop App enables you to access our school calendar directly on your mobile phone.  This is updated 

regularly. All families who have provided us with their email addresses have been loaded onto our School-Links system 

and will receive notifications and other school information.   

 

For previous users, you may be aware the Otumoetai Intermediate School App (The Skool Loop App) has had a number 

of updates in recent days.  This is to ensure your experience of the Otumoetai Intermediate School App is smooth and 

seamless.  When you next open the school app there is a prompt which asks you to tap on the link to take you to the 

new and updated version of the Skool Loop app.  Please click on this link and download the new version of the Skool 

Loop App. Choose our region and school and the app will automatically stay on the Otumoetai Intermediate school 

app.  Once this has been done please delete the old version of the Skool Loop App off your phone.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

PAPER, CARDBOARD AND GLASS RECYCLING 
 

We are collecting all your clean paper, newspaper and cardboard at the front of the school.  For every tonne we collect, 

we receive $50.00.   

 

We are also accepting glass recycling with three bins for clear, green and brown glass.  Please make sure the area is 

kept tidy.   
 

  

http://www.findus.co.nz/otumoetaiintermediateschool
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AUSTRALASIAN ICAS COMPETITIONS 
 

At Otumoetai Intermediate we encourage all our students to enter the Australasian ICAS competition. Below is a 

timetable of dates and the cost of each exam.  

 

 

 Closing Date for  

Payments/Entries 

Sitting Dates  

for Competitions 

Cost 

Digital Technologies Closed Tuesday 8th May $9.50 

Science Closed Tuesday 29th May $9.50 

Writing Thursday 10th May Thursday 14th June $20.50 

Spelling Thursday 10th May Wednesday 13th June $11.50 

English Thursday 21st June Tuesday 31st July $9.50 

Mathematics Thursday 21st June Tuesday 14th August $9.50 

 

 

The closing dates for payment are as above and no late entries will be accepted.  Complete the return slip below and 

return with the correct payment in an envelope and hand into the school office.  

  

 

                 AUSTRALIAN ICAS COMPETITIONS                   

 

Child’s Name:  ___________________________________________________  Room:  _______  Yr Level:  _______ 

 

I would like to enter the following Australian competitions: 

 

 Writing $20.50  Digital Technologies Closed 

 Spelling $11.50  Mathematics $9.50 

 Science Closed  English $9.50 

 

I enclose $_________________________ in payment 

 

Signed:  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Caregiver 
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SPORTS AND CULTURAL NEWS 
 

Out of School Sports 

 

Athletics 

Charlie Sinton competed with the Waikato/Bay of Plenty Rep team and won gold in the 200m and 100m and bronze 

in the long jump. 

 

 

Baseball 

Jeonghun Heo represented Tauranga in the New Zealand National Under 

13 Baseball tournament.   

 

Through the hard work of the team, Tauranga City Tide came home with 

a third place medal and the game was played live on Sky TV.  

 

Maanawa Marston was named in the Under 13 Tauranga Rep Team.  

 

 

Football 

Maanawa Marston was named in the Federation Cup Rep team. 

 

 

Motor X 

Over 300 riders from over 60 Primary/Intermediate and Secondary schools in New Zealand entered the Tauranga MX 

Schools competition held recently.  This is where the best riders come to battle it out from all over the country.  Aidan 

Roberts, Seton Davis and Jeremy Mann entered the 85cc expert class with the following results: 

 

 2nd place -  Aidan Roberts 

 21st place - Seton Davis 

 27th place - Jeremy Mann. 
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Tae Kwon Do 

Dakota Filer and Natalie Coburn entered the regionals in Gisborne with the following results: 

 

- Natalie placed 1st in the sparring, patterns and breaking and placed 2nd in speciality.  Natalie also received the 

trophy for best female. 

- Dakota placed 2nd in sparring and placed 3rd in patterns and breaking. 

 

 

Tennis 

Macy Donaghy has been named in the Under 14 Western Bay of Plenty Rep Team.  Macy also won the Under 14 club 

champs in singles and doubles. 

 
 

Intermediate Sports Competitions: 
 

Kiwitag 

The Year 8 Moray team played the Broncos in a thrilling final under lights and after a draw they played golden point 

with the Moray’s scoring first to win the 1st place title. 

 

 

  

https://maps.google.com/?q=8+Moray+s&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=8+Moray+s&entry=gmail&source=g
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ENCOURAGING DEVELOPMENTAL RELATIONSHIPS  

WITH YOUNG PEOPLE 

 

Healthy developmental relationships happen when young people and adults actively listen to each other; treat each 

other with respect, honesty, kindness, and empathy; have a shared understanding of their roles and responsibilities 

within the relationship; respectfully challenge and hold each other accountable; and enjoy their time together. Try 

these tips for encouraging caring relationships in your child's life.  

 

At Home 

 

 Be emotionally close: No two parents show love in quite the same way. Some shower their children with lots of 

hugs, high fives, and kind notes; others are more reserved. Tap into your own way of showing your children you 

care.  

 Communicate openly and directly: When you speak to your children, are your messages grounded in love, respect 

and clarity? Do you ever say one thing and mean another? Or show by your actions you don’t really mean what 

you say? 

 Set clear rules. The key to reducing everyone's stress and frustration about rules and expectations is to be clear, 

consistent, reasonable and open to change. This means being responsive to your child's changing developmental 

needs and what they've shown you about their choices. Avoid arbitrary decisions that undermine your children’s 

confidence. 

 Give children chances to share the work at home and to help out and serve others. Show your children that they 

are valued at home by giving them increasing levels of responsibility. Then take it a step further by helping them 

get engaged in service in the community. As always, your good example is the strongest motivator. 

 

 

In The Community 

 

 Do teachers, coaches and youth leaders like, respect, and treat children fairly?  Notice those who make special 

efforts with your children and thank them. These may include teachers, youth leaders, extended family members, 

neighbours, music instructors, tutors, bus drivers and many other people in your children's lives. All of them have 

an influence. 

 Encourage the adults you know, respect and trust to spend more time with your children. Offer specific invitations 

for connections based on mutual interests. Go along too, both to be responsible for your children and to share 

their learning and experiences. 

 Find opportunities for your children to mix with different age groups, especially the elderly. There is much mutual 

enjoyment in young and old spending time together. 

 

From Principals’ Digest, Vol 19 No 27 
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PICKING UP AND DROPPING OFF STUDENTS 

 

Parents and Caregivers become part of the solution 

 

Please pre-plan your pick up and drop off of students at the car park Carlton St reserve off Ngatai Road avoid Charles 

Street altogether and let your student walk up to the school. The Carlton St reserve off Ngatai Road below the school 

provides plenty of free vehicle parks and students can walk safely to and from school. 

 

The congestion in Charles Street becomes unsafe and it is important for buses to use this area. It would also leave 

this small street accessible for parents picking up a student in emergencies.  

 

Please consider a healthier safer alternative of parking and walking. 

 

 

Safety Concerns in School Carpark 

 

Some mornings before school there are sports training sessions.  Consequently, there are often students around our 

school earlier than normal. All too often we are seeing parents who are clearly in a hurry to drop their child off and get 

to their own work, who drive into the front carpark at really excessive speeds.  They usually then continue with the 

speed and exit by the recycling and clothes bins towards the college.  

 

Others drive into the exits at similar speeds. Numerous times, other drivers have had to stop their car, or get out of 

the way on foot as this happens.  

 

Our main concern is for those students on foot who are also early for a training session. We would like to appeal to 

our parents dropping off a student to put student safety first when entering or exiting our car park. 

 

 

CHOOSE SAFETY OVER CONVENIENCE. REDUCE CHAOS AT OUR SCHOOL GATE. 
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ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 

 

 

Otumoetai Intermediate School is raising funds. Here's how you can 

help... 

Help us raise funds for our school by buying an Entertainment Membership 

from us. You'll receive hundreds of valuable offers for everything you love 

to do, and help our fundraising at the same time! 

 

Otumoetai Intermediate School               

Contact:  Barbara Schollum    Phone: 07-576 5105    Email: admin@otuinter.school.nz 

To order your Book or your Digital Membership securely online visit: 

www.entbook.co.nz/1548m32  

Alternatively, please complete your details below: 

Child’s Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________ Room No:  ___________ 

Name:_____________________________________ Phone:____________________ Email:__________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________Postcode:_______ 

Waikato BOP Edition:  $65.00 including GST:  # ____ Book(s) # ____ Digital Membership(s) $_______ TOTAL ENCLOSED $_________ 

Payment type:     Cash      Mastercard      Visa      Cheque (made payable to Otumoetai Intermediate School) 

Credit Card number: __ __ __ __ /__ __ __ __ /__ __ __ __ /__ __ __ __     Expiry date: ___ ___ /___ ___ CVV*: ______  

(Credit Card payments will incur a 1.25% processing fee)                                                                *CVV is the 3 digits on the back of your credit card 

Cardholder’s name:_______________________________________ Signature:_______________________________________ 

20% from every Membership sold contributes to supporting our school. 

http://www.entbook.co.nz/1548m32
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 

HOUSE OF SCIENCE TAURANGA AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

Fantastic Physics 

Juniors 

Monday 7th May to Monday 25th June from 3.30 - 5.00 pm  

for kids aged 5-7 years 

Seniors 

Tuesday 8th to Tuesday 26th June or Wednesday 9th May to Wednesday 27th June 

 from 3.30 - 5.30 pm for students aged 8-13 years. 

For more information or to book in go to www.houseofscience.nz 
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