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Dear parents, caregivers, students and friends of the school.  

Tena koutou katoa.  Nga mihi nui ki a koutou katoa. 

 

 

 

 

 

We are five weeks into the second term and school is a busy place.  Lots of 

new sports have started and the Incredible Minds programme is in full swing.  

A number of classes have been involved in education out of the classroom 

activities and our cultural groups are developing well. 

 

The school wearable arts theme was unveiled this term with many students expressing an interest in being 

involved.  This year’s theme is “Weaving Dreams” and costumes need to be ready by Thursday 26th July 2018. 

 

This term we continue celebrating our students’ cultural and family heritage.  Every student has had their photo 

placed on our Heritage Wall in the School Library.  It is important to us that every student has a sense of 

belonging in our school and that their family’s culture and heritage is valued. 

 

You, as parents/caregivers, along with family members are invited and most welcome to come along to see 

the wall for yourself.   

 

The Board of Trustees and I would like to thank all the caregivers who have taken the time to complete our 

“Community Consultation Survey”.  Your feedback is valued and will inform Board decisions over the future 

direction of our school. 

 

Nga Mihi Nui 

 

 

 

 

 

Henk Popping 

PRINCIPAL   

 Proud sponsors of Otumoetai Intermediate 
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PTA NEWS 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 7th August 2018 in the Learning Centre at 7.30 pm 

 

A big thank you to all parents and caregivers who came along to the PTA Information Night.  The PTA also held their 

annual meeting at the beginning of the year and the following executive members were elected: 

 

Chairperson: Sonja van de Pol 

Secretary: Nicki Green 

Treasurer: Vicktoria Blake 

 

Committee Members: Fiona Brown, Lisa Elliot, Tanya Gilchrist, Kate Graeme, Colleen Hextall, Scott McCauley, 

Letitia McFarlane, Jennie Muir, Kirsten Ramsay, Melissa Rickard, Christine Sadlier, Sandy 

Toomer, Jo Tricker, Amy Wyatt and Henk Popping (Principal). 

 

Involving parents and families in children’s education has been a priority for New Zealand PTA’s since they were 

founded over 50 years ago.  Parent Teacher Associations or friends of the school groups are based on the philosophy: 

 

Parent and family involvement increases student success.  There are six recognised types of effective parent 

involvement in schools world-wide.   

 

They are: 

 

 Communicating – Communication between home and school is regular, two-way and meaningful. 

 Parenting – Parenting skills are promoted and supported. 

 Student Learning – Parents play an integral role in assisting student learning. 

 Volunteering – Parents are welcome in the school and their support and assistance are sought. 

 School Decision-Making and Advocacy - Parents are full partners in the decisions that affect children and families. 

 Collaborating with the Community - Community resources are used to strengthen schools, families and student 

learning. 

 

Our children today face a world where the shape of the future is not clear; a world where values, lifestyles, concepts 

and attitudes are rapidly changing. Therefore, it is essential that parents and teachers work together to help our 

children grow into adults who can cope with the ever-changing world. 

 

Our Board and Community recognise this and have developed seven strategic goals for the school. 
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The second school strategic goal “The school will foster the partnership between whanau (families) and school“ is the 

one where the Otumoetai Intermediate School Parent Teacher Association plays an important role. 

 

The Parent Teacher Association at our school is made up of a committee comprising parents and members of staff 

whose focus is the achievement of this second school goal.  This committee is supported by parents and caregivers 

who make themselves available to assist in the school when they can as the PTA Support Group. 

 

We would like to thank all those parents who have offered to assist in some way this year. 

 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 7th August 2018 in the Learning Centre at 7.30 pm.  The focus for this meeting will 

be a feedback session on school programmes and future developments.    

 

Other meetings this year are planned for: 

 

 Tuesday 13th November 2018. 

 

 

 

MID-YEAR PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES 

AND WRITTEN REPORTS REMINDER 

 When: Thursday 5th July 2018 

 Time: 7.30 am to 8.00 pm 

 

Just a reminder that the parent-teacher conferences will run throughout the whole day and will be of 20-minute 

duration.  This is to allow parents to have quality discussions with the teacher around their child’s learning and 

progress at school.  We ask all parents to keep their child at home for the day except to accompany you to school for 

your meeting with the teacher.   

 

The school will be open to supervise any students who do not have alternative care arrangements. 

 

Interviews will be booked through www.parentinterviews.co.nz.  Students will be given information on 25th June 2018 

with detailed instructions on how to book your interview.  This will include a unique booking code.   

 

You will not need to register with School-Links to book your interview times. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.parentinterviews.co.nz/
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TERM DATES AND HOLIDAYS 2018  

 

 Term 2 Monday 30th April to Friday 6th July 2018 

 Term 3 Monday 23rd July to Friday 28th September 2018 

 Term 4 Monday 15th October to Tuesday 18th December 2018 

 

 

2018 Public Holidays 

 

 Queen's Birthday Monday 4th June 2018 

 Labour Day Monday 22nd October 2018 

 

 

 

TERM DATES AND HOLIDAYS 2019  

 

 Term 1 Monday 4th February to Friday 12th April 2019 

 Term 2 Monday 29th April to Friday 5th July 2019 

 Term 3 Monday 22nd July to Friday 27th September 2019 

 Term 4 Monday 14th October to Thursday 19th December 2019 

 

 

Provisional Teacher Only Day 

 

 Monday 20th May 2019 

 

 

2019 Public Holidays 

 

 Waitangi Day Wednesday 6th February 2019 

 Easter  Friday 19th April to Tuesday 23rd April 2019 (falls inside school holidays) 

 Anzac Day Thursday 25th April 2019 (falls inside school holidays) 

 Queen's Birthday Monday 3rd June 2019 

 Labour Day Monday 28th October 2019 

 

 

 

MORNING BELL 
 

Please note that the first morning bell is at 8.45 am.  Please ensure that students arrive before this time.   

Any students arriving late need to sign in at the absentee desk in the resource room. 
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LIONS INTERNATIONAL PEACE POSTER CONTEST 
 

Grace Fellows, a student at Otumoetai Intermediate School art academy has taken the first step to becoming an 

internationally recognized artist by winning the Lions national contest sponsored by the Otumoetai Lions Club. Her 

win was recognized with the presentation of the Multiple District Trophy and a certificate at the Otumoetai Lions Club 

meeting on Tuesday 15th May.  Lions Clubs International based in Chicago USA is sponsoring the program to 

emphasize the importance of world peace to young people everywhere 

 

Grace’s poster was among the entries submitted nationally from seven district finalists in the annual Lions 

International Peace Poster Contest. The seven districts average 45 clubs each and whilst not all clubs enter the 

competition there was a large number of participants.   

 

In 2017 Otumoetai Intermediate School had over 20 participants with 18 making the final number of competitors 

under the guidance of teachers Fallon Hughes and Karen Patten.  Judging was done by Harry Kiriakidis from Otumoetai 

Lions with Fallon Hughes and they selected Grace Fellows and Scott Beattie as co-winners. Both had their posters 

submitted by the Otumoetai Lions to the District final and Grace was declared the winner. Grace’s poster was 

submitted to the Multiple District Convention along with seven others where she was awarded the national winner. 

The poster was selected for its originality, artistic merit and portrayal of the contest theme.  Grace described her 

poster as “A girl from different races frees caged doves who are changing the world and making it better for the future. 

The girl represents everyone and the doves unite us for Peace“. 

 

Otumoetai Lions Club has a history of actively sponsoring students at Otumoetai Intermediate to develop posters for 

submission to this contest. Otumoetai Intermediate art academy has been great supporters 

of such participation and their support has produced 13 previous regional winners in 18 

years with a run of seven consecutive winners. Of those 13 Otumoetai Intermediate 

students, two including Grace, have also won the New Zealand National International Peace 

Poster contest. Otumoetai Lions Club President Michael Thomson said he was impressed by 

the expression and creativity of the students at Otumoetai Intermediate. “It is obvious that 

these young people have strong ideas about what peace means to them. I’m so proud that 

we were able to provide them with the opportunity to share their visions.”  

 

Grace’s poster has advanced through to the international levels of competition where she 

has a chance to be declared the international grand prize winner.  One international grand 

prize winner and 23 merit award winners will be selected. The grand prize includes a cash 

award of US$5,000 in NZ dollar equivalent, plus a trip for the winner and two family 

members to a special award ceremony at the United Nations in New York. The 23 merit 

award winners will each receive a certificate and a cash award of US$500 in NZ dollar 

equivalent.  To view past international grand prize winners see www.lionsclubs.org.  

 

Lions Clubs International is the world’s largest service club organization with more than 

1.35 million members in 210 countries and geographical areas around the world. Since 

1917, some hundred years ago, Lions clubs have aided the blind and visually impaired and 

made a strong commitment to community service and serving youth throughout the world. 
  

http://www.lionsclubs.org/
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INCREDIBLE MINDS – RUTHERFORD YEAR 7 AND 8 SCIENCE 

The Hikurangi Subduction Zone -  

Conferencing with International Scientists on the JOIDES 

Resolution Science Research Vessel 
 

Last year when I attended a Science Symposium, I had a conversation with Andrea Soanes from Waikato University, 

who was on the Science Learning Hub stand. She is the Project Manager of the Science Learning Hub. We talked 

about O.I.S Rutherford Science students and their learning and she asked me if I would like an opportunity to work 

with the outreach educator for GNS, Aliki Weststrate and scientists on the JOIDES Resolution scientific research vessel 

the following year.  After many e-mails and conversations a satellite connection for a one hour Webinar session was 

booked through the USA - for the last day of Term one this year.  

 

The first term of this year [and it will be ongoing into Term two], we have been studying Marine Geoscience, initially 

our focus being the Hikurangi Subduction Zone and slow slip earthquakes.  Both Year 7 and 8 students were involved 

in this.  After some Rutherford science lessons, students prepared questions for the scientists.  These were typed and 

e-mailed to Aliki on the JOIDES. She found the appropriate scientists to ask and did some research herself and got 

the answers for our students.  The questions were incredible - I was so proud of the work our students did. 

 

On the day of the Webinar, we set the science room up like an auditorium. With the help of Hadleigh Benson, we 

downloaded and used the programme ZOOM to match the ship and this also allowed us to record the session for both 

Aliki and The Science Learning Hub.  Much to my relief the connection on the morning was a success.   

 

Aliki talked to the students, showed them maps of where they were drilling for core samples, various photos of the 

moon pool and other parts of the ship and started answering questions.  Aliki has a 10 year old son Josef, who made 

his mum a LEGO model of the JOIDES. She used this to refer to different areas of the ship. It was a fantastic model 

and we all clapped. Theo was so taken by the model, being a fellow LEGO fan he made Josef a very cool racing car. 

We are sending that to Josef.  Aliki then took the students on a tour around the ship. She explained and showed us 

the bow, bridge, life boats, derrick for drilling, and the hospital.  She talked about the movie room, gym and ice-cream 

maker - she was great. She then took us into the Core Lab and introduced us to one of the scientists Damian Saffer 

– Co-Chief Scientist, from the US. He has been planning this voyage for over 5 years. He explained some things to do 

with the core lab and showed us some core samples, meanwhile explaining the research scientists do. They will be 

working on these core samples, providing information for up to five to 10 years once back home. 

 

The ship at the time of the Webinar was on the move as bad weather had forced them to leave the Hikurangi Trough 

and shelter near Tauranga! They were heading back to Gisborne to continue their work. 

 

Bree McTavish-Huriwai did a great job thanking Aliki on our behalf and our students were very respectful and thankful 

for the opportunity given to us. During the Webinar they didn't move a muscle for entire hour as they knew this could 

cause an audio delay.  The recording will be edited by staff at the Science Learning Hub and the footage will be used 

by others. 
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Later that day, Reuben Timms, Theo McKay, Karlia Taylor, Michelle Clarke- year 8's and Kim Zheng, Will Kirkwood and 

Anton Brewerton year 7's – were recorded talking about their learning for the Science Learning Hub. Aliki sent an e-

mail about the Webinar session and this feedback was shared with the students in class.  

 

“I have done 40 live broadcasts now while on the JR and the group yesterday was by far the most prepared, 

the most interested and the most knowledgeable about this subject than any other group I have talked to, 

even under-graduates!  Although only 11-13 years old they  asked sophisticated scientific questions like, 

"If the Pacific plate subducts under the Australian plate, where does it all go and is new land created?", 

and "what is the temperature in the Hikurangi Subduction Zone"?. These show quite advanced critical 

thinking for their age, and deep content knowledge.  

 

They have learnt a lot of science vocabulary, and a lot about NZ's geological history and future earth 

science research too. Providing these students the chance to engage with science is so rewarding, and I 

was delighted to be a small part of this learning journey with them.”   

 

Aliki Weststrate – Outreach Educator GNS  JOIDES Resolution 

 

We will be reconnecting with GNS Science and the Hikurangi Subduction Zone research team again in the future as 

they want to share the research that the students saw them collecting on this expedition.  

 

Ali McPike, Rutherford Science  
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Last term in Rutherford Science, we began to learn about the JOIDES Resolution. It is a research vessel that drills into 

the ocean floor to collect and study core samples. Ms McPike taught us about sedimentary rock types, natural 

disasters, and the study of core samples before our webinar session with the JODIES Resolution. Rutherford science 

students came up with lots of scientific questions based on our knowledge so far.  

 

The experience with Aliki and Damian was amazing. Aliki showed us on board the ship and the core drilling station. 

The research they do on board the ship is really fascinating and it makes me interested in being involved in something 

like that in the future.  

 

During the webinar session I learnt so much from magnetic energy to Zealandia. Not only the facts but to see what 

goes on in a ship entirely dedicated to science and talking to some of the people, I realised how much work goes into 

an expedition like this. Also knowing that the scientists I was talking to were finding out information that could 

potentially save our country and a lot of people’s lives, is hard to believe.  

 

Talking to Aliki was awesome because she answered all of our questions and made sure we really understood what 

she was talking about. Damian showed us the core samples which was intriguing and I feel like the technology these 

days is evolving rapidly. Overall, it was such an amazing experience and I’m glad I had the opportunity to be a part of 

it. 

Karlia Taylor Year 8 Rutherford Science  

 

 

 

 

PARENT/COMMUNITY CONSULTATION SURVEY 
 

Many thanks to the 281 parents who have given us feedback.  Please take the time to tell us what you think by 

visiting https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6TCCNF7 or contact the office on 07-576 5105 for a printed copy of the 

survey. 

 
  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6TCCNF7
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TRAVEL SAFE INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS STUDENT 

WORKSHOP 2018 

 

Our Travel Safe Leaders; Rachel Wahab, Holly Scott, Maxwell Rickit and 

Zane Loughnan attended this workshop on Thursday 3rd May 2018 at the 

new Tauranga City Council building on Cameron Road. It was a very full half 

day, working firstly on the Travel Safe School Action Plan.  This involved 

work being done to lift the level of road safety and active transport around 

schools.  The School Action Plan reflects the needs of individual school 

communities and is ongoing to deal with local issues. 

 

The team then worked on the Bus User Road Safety Programme and did 

some brain storming around the behaviours of: bus passengers, safe bus 

drivers, safe motorists and safe pedestrians.  Martin Parkes, Transport 

Manager from Tauranga City Council was a guest speaker and talked to the 

students about the Council’s short, medium and long term plans. The latter 

looking at 50 years into the future.  He spoke about Tauranga being 97% 

car dependent, how one kilometer of road cost two and half million dollars 

to build and how future road works will cater for buses, pedestrians and 

cyclists, hopefully encouraging more people out of cars. 

 

Karen Hay was another guest speaker.  She is a Tauranga City Council 

Traffic and Safety Engineer looking into cycle infrastructure.  She discussed 

the new cycle lane which will help our students in this area.  It is scheduled 

to start construction in September and will go from the Otumoetai Road 

roundabout, up Ngatai Road finishing at Charles Street.  

 

Our Travel Safe Leaders will be talking to their peers at assembly about this 

in the future after working with Ros Frost our school Travel Safe 

coordinator.  

 

Many thanks to Cindi, Ros and Karen for a well-run and informative 

workshop.  

Ali McPike  

 

 
 

STUDENT CONTACT DETAILS  

 

If you have changed address or phone numbers (including home, work or mobile), please contact the office to update 

our records. 
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KNOWLEDGEATHON 2018 

Overall Target - $10,000.00 

 

We appreciate our families support for this and hope each student will raise at least $10.00.   

 

Each student has a 2018 ID card and sponsorship form for when they are collecting their sponsorship monies.  Any 

money collected can be dropped into the office now.  Please ensure you have ‘Knowledgeathon’, the student’s name, 

room number and the amount clearly written on the outside of the envelope.  This will ensure the amount collected is 

put against the correct student. 

 

Class and individual prizes will be given out at the end of term.   

 

All businesses and personal sponsorship is able to be receipted as a donation.  Please contact Barbara at the school 

office for more details on 07-576 5105. 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATING WITH PARENTS 
 

More and more of our school information is available electronically and we have two apps which 

are great for your mobile phones.  The Findus App at:   

 

www.findus.co.nz/otumoetaiintermediateschool  

 

enables you to access the information shown below.   

 

The School Loop App enables you to access our school calendar directly on your mobile phone.  This is updated 

regularly. All families who have provided us with their email addresses have been loaded onto our School-Links system 

and will receive notifications and other school information.   

 

For previous users, you may be aware the Otumoetai Intermediate School App (The Skool Loop App) has had a number 

of updates in recent days.  This is to ensure your experience of the Otumoetai Intermediate School App is smooth and 

seamless.  When you next open the school app there is a prompt which asks you to tap on the link to take you to the 

new and updated version of the Skool Loop app.  Please click on this link and download the new version of the Skool 

Loop App. Choose our region and school and the app will automatically stay on the Otumoetai Intermediate school 

app.  Once this has been done please delete the old version of the Skool Loop App off your phone.’ 

 

http://www.findus.co.nz/otumoetaiintermediateschool
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SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY  
 

Friday 25th May 2018 
 

The school cross country is being held on Friday 25th May at 9.00 am, starting and ending at the top field.  We welcome 

all parents and whanau to watch this event which is usually completed by morning tea time.  The starting order is:   

 

9.00 am Year 8 Boys Competitive 

9.07 am Year 8 Girls Competitive 

9.14 am Year 7 Boys Competitive 

9.28 am Year 7 Girls Competitive 

9.35 am Non-Competitive 

 

Students are advised to wear shoes and may wear house colours – no face paint or jewellery. 

 

All students advised to bring water bottles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Competitive: Red Track        Non-competitive: Blue Track       Walkers:  Yellow Track 
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LOST PROPERTY 
 

Please could all parents/caregivers ensure all students clothing and sandals/shoes are clearly named, ie names 

under sandal straps.  Use laundry marker or twink to name the back of jumpers, inside of jackets, hats etc.  Every 

endeavour is made to return named items to the student, however, this is impossible if items are not named. 

 

Please reinforce that clothing is not to be left on the field or around the school during break times.   

 

 

 

SPORTS NEWS 
 

Intermediate Sports Competitions: 
 

Golf 

Ashlyn Judkins, Bruno Perrett, Alex Rawlinson, Ryan Speirs and Corbin Wagner competed at the Inter-Intermediate 

Golf Competition held on Friday 4th May.  Ryan came 2nd in the Stableford Competition and the team placed first 

overall with the best team score. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL DONATIONS 

We would really appreciate receiving a donation from every family to help us provide your child with a quality 

education.  If you have forgotten to make your donation, we really need your support.  If you have paid these 

donations in the last few days, thank you.  The donations can be paid directly at the office or online to the following 

bank account number: 

12-3407-0029060-00 (using your child’s name and ‘donation’ as the reference). 
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AUSTRALASIAN ICAS COMPETITIONS 
 

At Otumoetai Intermediate we encourage all our students to enter the Australasian ICAS competition. Below is a 

timetable of dates and the cost of each exam.  

 

 Closing Date for  

Payments/Entries 

Sitting Dates  

for Competitions 

Cost 

Digital Technologies Closed Closed $9.50 

Science Closed Tuesday 29th May $9.50 

Writing Closed Thursday 14th June $20.50 

Spelling Closed Wednesday 13th June $11.50 

English Thursday 21st June Tuesday 31st July $9.50 

Mathematics Thursday 21st June Tuesday 14th August $9.50 

 

 

The closing dates for payment are as above and no late entries will be accepted.  Complete the return slip below and 

return with the correct payment in an envelope and hand into the school office.  

  

 

                 AUSTRALIAN ICAS COMPETITIONS                   

 

Child’s Name:  ___________________________________________________  Room:  _______  Yr Level:  _______ 

 

I would like to enter the following Australian competitions: 

 

 Writing Closed  Digital Technologies Closed 

 Spelling Closed  Mathematics $9.50 

 Science Closed  English $9.50 

 

I enclose $_________________________ in payment 

 

Signed:  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Caregiver 
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PICKING UP AND DROPPING OFF STUDENTS 

 

Parents and Caregivers become part of the solution 

 

Please pre-plan your pick up and drop off of students at the car park Carlton St reserve off Ngatai Road avoid Charles 

Street altogether and let your student walk up to the school. The Carlton St reserve off Ngatai Road below the school 

provides plenty of free vehicle parks and students can walk safely to and from school. 

 

The congestion in Charles Street becomes unsafe and it is important for buses to use this area. It would also leave 

this small street accessible for parents picking up a student in emergencies.  

 

Please consider a healthier safer alternative of parking and walking. 

 

 

Safety Concerns in School Carpark 

 

Some mornings before school there are sports training sessions.  Consequently, there are often students around our 

school earlier than normal. All too often we are seeing parents who are clearly in a hurry to drop their child off and get 

to their own work, who drive into the front carpark at really excessive speeds.  They usually then continue with the 

speed and exit by the recycling and clothes bins towards the college.  

 

Others drive into the exits at similar speeds. Numerous times, other drivers have had to stop their car, or get out of 

the way on foot as this happens.  

 

Our main concern is for those students on foot who are also early for a training session. We would like to appeal to 

our parents dropping off a student to put student safety first when entering or exiting our car park. 

 

 

CHOOSE SAFETY OVER CONVENIENCE. REDUCE CHAOS AT OUR SCHOOL GATE. 
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ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 

 

 

Otumoetai Intermediate School is raising funds. Here's how you can 

help... 

Help us raise funds for our school by buying an Entertainment Membership 

from us. You'll receive hundreds of valuable offers for everything you love 

to do, and help our fundraising at the same time! 

 

Otumoetai Intermediate School               

Contact:  Barbara Schollum    Phone: 07-576 5105    Email: admin@otuinter.school.nz 

To order your Book or your Digital Membership securely online visit: 

www.entbook.co.nz/1548m32  

Alternatively, please complete your details below: 

Child’s Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________ Room No:  ___________ 

Name:_____________________________________ Phone:____________________ Email:__________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________Postcode:_______ 

Waikato BOP Edition:  $65.00 including GST:  # ____ Book(s) # ____ Digital Membership(s) $_______ TOTAL ENCLOSED $_________ 

Payment type:     Cash      Mastercard      Visa      Cheque (made payable to Otumoetai Intermediate School) 

Credit Card number: __ __ __ __ /__ __ __ __ /__ __ __ __ /__ __ __ __     Expiry date: ___ ___ /___ ___ CVV*: ______  

(Credit Card payments will incur a 1.25% processing fee)                                                                *CVV is the 3 digits on the back of your credit card 

Cardholder’s name:_______________________________________ Signature:_______________________________________ 

20% from every Membership sold contributes to supporting our school. 

http://www.entbook.co.nz/1548m32
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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