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Otumoetai Intermediate School Newsletter:  Volume 7 2018  

 

Dear parents, caregivers, students and friends of the school.  

Tena koutou katoa.  Nga mihi nui ki a koutou katoa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may be aware of the nationwide crisis in recruiting and retaining teachers. While there are many 

more children coming into the school system, there are not enough new teachers being trained. Urgent 

and significant changes are needed to ensure that the teaching profession can attract the people it 

needs and to ensure class sizes do not start to increase.  

 

Next Wednesday, 20th June, 2018 the teachers from this school will be attending a NZEI Te Riu Roa 

paid union meeting regarding the Kua Tae Te Wā - It’s Time campaign. The campaign aims to free 

teachers to teach and principals to lead, by getting the additional support and staff that schools need. 

The meetings will allow our teachers to discuss how the Ministry of Education has responded to 

changes that the union is seeking.  

 

Most of our teaching staff are members of NZEI and legally entitled to attend this meeting. The 

teachers will be leaving school on Wednesday 20th June, 2018 to attend their paid union meeting 

which starts at 1.30 pm in the TECT Arena. Teachers from across the region will be attending this Paid 

Union Meeting.  

 

I strongly encourage parents to make arrangements for the supervision of their child from 12.30 pm 

during that afternoon. If you are unable to arrange supervision at home, please advise your child’s 

teacher so that your child can be supervised for the afternoon at school. 

 

I appreciate that this creates some inconvenience for families. However, I encourage you to support 

your teachers as they strive to achieve the changes which will safeguard quality education for all 

children and ensure we make teaching an attractive profession for graduates.  

Anyone who may need help with arrangements should contact the office. 

 

Nga Mihi Nui 

 

 

 

 

 

Henk Popping 

PRINCIPAL   

 Proud sponsors of Otumoetai Intermediate 
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NAU MAI, HAERE MAI - FROM THE BOARD 
 

The school Board of Trustees met on Thursday 24th May, outlined below are some highlights from that meeting: 

 

 The Board are delighted with the effort and energy put in by staff to ensure students have ‘hit the ground 

running’ for this busy school term.  Positive interactions is at the heart of a healthy school culture, and we are 

grateful to staff for the friendly, professional relationships they have fostered with our children.  

 Testing for reporting on student progress and goal setting is well underway in classes. Three-way conferences 

are scheduled for early July, and written reports will be sent home shortly thereafter. It is vital that our children 

can articulate what their ‘next learning steps’ are in relation to their progress to-date. We encourage you to 

attend these meetings and work alongside staff to help your child to reach their potential.  

 We are very pleased with the level of professional development being pushed out across our Otumoetai 

Community of Learning cluster schools. There have been several excellent oral and written language 

workshops held which teachers from our contributing schools have benefitted from. Certainly, by having 

Primary school students from across cluster schools taught lessons which cover similar concepts, this makes 

planning at the Intermediate level more cohesive. We anticipate that this will lead to accelerated progress for 

all students in the long-term.  

 We appreciate the $45,000.00 grant received by TECT which will go towards replacing the existing Astroturf.  

We hope that work on this will start over the July school holidays. 

 The renovation work on Block B is currently in full swing, and we thank everyone for their patience as these 

classrooms are modified. Students will no doubt enjoy working in a modernised workspace - and we’re sure 

many staff will want to claim ‘dibs’ also! 

 We hope to see many of you at the informal café style parent and community focus group meeting on 

Wednesday 20th June, 2018 from 7.00 pm.  You will be asked to give feedback on the school’s perceived 

strengths, weaknesses, opportunities we should pursue and areas of concern. All Board members will attend, 

and we are keen to meet as many of you as we can. 

 

Nga Mihi Nui, 

Fiona Matthews, Parent Representative 

 

 

 

ST JOHN BLANKET APPEAL 
 

Sienna Mattson of Room 24 is a member of the Otumoetai St John Youth Division. This year they are wanting to 

support our community by collecting blankets for families in need. A collection point has been set up in Room 24 for 

the rest of Term 2 for students and their families who wish to donate clean blankets, old or new, which will then be 

handed to St John to distribute within our community.  

 

Thank you for your support! 
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PARENT CONSULTATION NIGHT 
 

 When Next Wednesday 20th  June  

 Time: 7pm to 9pm 

 Where: School Hall 

 

The Board of Trustees are holding their Parent Consultation Night next Wednesday 20th June from 7.00pm to 9.00pm. 

This is an opportunity for parents to come along and meet board members who will be hosting feedback tables in an 

informal cafe style approach.  We will be providing  supper and would appreciate  some parent help with this.  

 

We will have a supper table all set up and the canteen available prior to the meeting. We just need help in the form 

of some parents helping six student leaders in providing a drink and biscuits to parents as they come and go 

throughout the evening. We'll also need to wash and dry the cups in the canteen as needed. 

 

You may like to stay for the two hours or just some of the time. Can you let the office know if you can assist and if so 

during what time.  While you're helping, it will also be an opportunity for you to provide the board members with some 

feed-back as well. 

 

 

 

MID-YEAR PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES 

AND WRITTEN REPORTS REMINDER 

 When: Thursday 5th July 2018 

 Time: 7.30 am to 8.00 pm 
 

Just a reminder that the parent-teacher conferences will run throughout the whole day and will be of 20-minute 

duration.  This is to allow parents to have quality discussions with the teacher around their child’s learning and 

progress at school.  We ask all parents to keep their child at home for the day except to accompany you to school for 

your meeting with the teacher.   

 

The school will be open to supervise any students who do not have alternative care arrangements. 

 

Interviews will be booked through www.parentinterviews.co.nz.  Students will be given information on 25th June 2018 

with detailed instructions on how to book your interview.  This will include a unique booking code.   

 

You will not need to register with School-Links to book your interview times. 
 

  

http://www.parentinterviews.co.nz/
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THE 2018 ANCHOR AIMS GAMES  

ARE GOING TO BE MASSIVE  

 

AIMS Games entries smash all records.  This elite sporting competition for Years 7 and 8 students over 21 sports is 

the biggest yet.  This year the tournament has grown to 386 participating schools with over 10,138 intermediate-

aged athletes coming to Tauranga from all over New Zealand.   

 

The 2018 AIMS Games will run from Sunday 9th to Friday 14th September 2018 at a range of venues across the 

Western Bay of Plenty.  

 

Our school is one of the four founding and hosting schools with students participating in most of the sports offered.  

Last week we entered 30+ teams which involves 350 students for the 2018 Anchor AIMS Games.  Payments have 

been loaded to your school account and statements sent home.  Payments can be made in instalments as long as 

it is paid in full two weeks after receiving your notice.   

 

Our school has a proud tradition of success at these games and has consistently been placed in the top ten in the 

number of medals won.  This premier sporting event for 11, 12 and 13 year olds is a strategic partnership between 

Sport Bay of Plenty, Tauranga City Council and the four Bay of Plenty intermediate schools. 

 

For information about the AIMS Games go to www.nzaimsgames.co.nz. 

 

 

 

OTUMOETAI INTERMEDIATE LOVES READING! 
 

Parents, children, teachers and other community members turn out to celebrate the joy of reading at our annual book 

fairs held in the Library during parent/teacher interviews.   The Library gets transformed overnight into a fun-filled 

room of discovery, imagination and excitement, a book sale geared to excite children about reading and learning, 

offering popular books and educational products for all ages.  Book Fair proceeds are used to make further purchases 

for our Library. 
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ROBOTICS 
 

Robotic students are working hard at creating their design. Once that has occurred the robot needs to be programmed 

to move in all directions. Trial and error with perseverance and teamwork combined make for a great competition! 
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LES ELDER AND THE ‘NANCY WAKE’ WORLD CUP 

 

At Monday’s assembly we had two very special guests attend. A huge 

thank you to Rachel Wikeepa, as she organised not only for Les Elder to 

come into school this morning, but also for the Nancy Wake Rugby World 

Cup, that the NZ Black Ferns won last year, to attend as well.  

 

Les Elder was a member of the Black Ferns successful 2017 campaign, 

winning the World cup in Ireland.  The team made history by becoming 

the first ever women’s team to be named the World Rugby Team of the 

Year. In addition to the success of the team, Les has recently made 

history by becoming one of the first contracted Black Fern players in May 

2018. She is one of 30 of this country's best female 15 a-side rugby players - a historic agreement between the 

players' association and New Zealand Rugby (NZR). Les has been also been a contracted NZ rugby 7s player in 2016 

and works for BOPRU to develop the game at grass root level.  

 

Les addressed the school and then met with boys and girls who are interested in or play rugby.  They had a very in 

depth question and answer session and then the students were given the opportunity to have their photos taken with 

Les and the Rugby World Cup. 

 

Les explained how the cup became affectionately known as ‘Nancy”. Named after Nancy Wake, born in Wellington, 

NZ – she was a secret agent during the Second World War. Living in Marseilles with her French industrialist husband 

she became a saboteur and Resistance fighter. She was the Allies’ most decorated servicewoman of WWII, and the 

Gestapo’s most-wanted person. 

 

Many thanks to Les for coming in to share her valuable time with us and share the wonderful trophy she helped win - 

what a great way to start our week! 

Ali McPike  
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TERM DATES AND HOLIDAYS 2018  

 

 Term 2 Monday 30th April to Friday 6th July 2018 

 Term 3 Monday 23rd July to Friday 28th September 2018 

 Term 4 Monday 15th October to Tuesday 18th December 2018 

 

 

2018 Public Holidays 

 

 Queen's Birthday Monday 4th June 2018 

 Labour Day Monday 22nd October 2018 

 

 

 

TERM DATES AND HOLIDAYS 2019 

 

 Term 1 Monday 4th February to Friday 12th April 2019 

 Term 2 Monday 29th April to Friday 5th July 2019 

 Term 3 Monday 22nd July to Friday 27th September 2019 

 Term 4 Monday 14th October to Thursday 19th December 2019 

 

 

Provisional Teacher Only Day 

 

 Monday 20th May 2019 

 

 

2019 Public Holidays 

 

 Waitangi Day Wednesday 6th February 2019 

 Easter  Friday 19th April to Tuesday 23rd April 2019 (falls inside school holidays) 

 Anzac Day Thursday 25th April 2019 (falls inside school holidays) 

 Queen's Birthday Monday 3rd June 2019 

 Labour Day Monday 28th October 2019 

 

 

 

PAPER, CARDBOARD AND GLASS RECYCLING 
 

We are collecting all your clean paper, newspaper and cardboard at the front of the school.  For every tonne we collect, 

we receive $50.00.    

 

We are also accepting glass recycling with three bins for clear, green and brown glass.  Please make sure the area is 

kept tidy.   
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SCIENCE SCHOLARS 2018 
 

Twenty one Year 7 ‘Science Scholars’ have started working towards their Entomology badge and certificate in block 

three on Friday afternoons.  The students are working on a mixture of tasks set out by the Science Award Trust and 

some extra things that we will be covering in class. 

 

Some of the tasks the students are completing after researching are: making labelled models, taking photos of insects 

and naming them, making posters, mobiles, multimedia presentations, reports and newspaper articles. Kyle Koch 

made a great recipe page on insects as food. He had a Mexican salsa recipe with ants soaked in butter, chocolate 

infused ground meal worms and Brazilian Winged Queen ants that taste like mint dipped in chocolate sauce. 

  

The Science Scholars are really enjoying their time together at the end of the week and pardon the pun but the room 

is just ‘buzzing’. They have joint projects on the go and are enjoying sharing their new found knowledge with the class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out some of the tasks that the students have researched, worked on and presented in class.  The group are 

putting in many hours of work, sharing their findings with their families at home and working cooperatively together 

in class. 

 

Ali McPike 
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Celise Blears-Woodcock - with her bug trap and keeper:  The flap snaps shut 

and then you can wrap the string around a hook at the back to secure it. The 

trap has a viewing window and air vents. Celise has caught a lizard, praying 

mantis and spider so far.  

 

Charlie Hockings and Kylan Ward prepared and presented an amazing 

slideshow full of information on 10 flying insects and the Maori names for 

them.  They did a lot of research and pronounced the Maori names extremely 

well.  

 

Charlie's bug catcher has a flap that you put bait on. When the bug lands of 

the flap you can pull the string and the flap shuts off its escape route. The 

bottle has been converted so the insect is funnelled into a holding space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Some sing, some dance, 

Some prowl, some prance,  

Whether with intricate wings, or spidery legs, 

With fragile claws, or miniscule eggs, 

The Hickery Horn Devil with its wild “J” shapes, 

The Tsetse Fly drains vertebrates,  

The Giant Weta is the heaviest of all, 

The Cicada with its trilling call, 

Nature’s hexagons built by Bees, 

Grasshoppers have ears on their knees, 

As we look around, we can see, 

What is studied through entomology! 

Taska Kemp-Green 
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KNOWLEDGEATHON 2018 

Overall Target - $10,000.00 

 

We appreciate our families support for this and hope each student will raise at least $10.00.   

 

Each student has a 2018 ID card and sponsorship form for when they are collecting their sponsorship monies.  Any 

money collected can be dropped into the office now.  Please ensure you have ‘Knowledgeathon’, the student’s name, 

room number and the amount clearly written on the outside of the envelope.  This will ensure the amount collected is 

put against the correct student. 

 

Class and individual prizes will be given out at the end of term.   

 

All businesses and personal sponsorship is able to be receipted as a donation.  Please contact Barbara at the school 

office for more details on 07-576 5105. 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATING WITH PARENTS 
 

More and more of our school information is available electronically and we have two apps which 

are great for your mobile phones.  The Findus App at:   

 

www.findus.co.nz/otumoetaiintermediateschool  

 

enables you to access the information shown below.   

 

The School Loop App enables you to access our school calendar directly on your mobile phone.  This is updated 

regularly. All families who have provided us with their email addresses have been loaded onto our School-Links system 

and will receive notifications and other school information.   

 

For previous users, you may be aware the Otumoetai Intermediate School App (The Skool Loop App) has had a number 

of updates in recent days.  This is to ensure your experience of the Otumoetai Intermediate School App is smooth and 

seamless.  When you next open the school app there is a prompt which asks you to tap on the link to take you to the 

new and updated version of the Skool Loop app.  Please click on this link and download the new version of the Skool 

Loop App. Choose our region and school and the app will automatically stay on the Otumoetai Intermediate school 

app.  Once this has been done please delete the old version of the Skool Loop App off your phone.’ 

 

http://www.findus.co.nz/otumoetaiintermediateschool
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SPORTS NEWS 
 

Intermediate Sports Competitions: 
 

Cross Country 

This year’s cross-country would rank amongst one of the best that we have had. The weather was near perfect, the 

track was in great condition and the competitors were keen. The year 8’s set off a cracking pace and it only seemed 

like minutes before the top placings were sprinting across the top field toward home. The year 7’s also set a 

phenomenally quick pace with the lead runners catching the tail of the year 8 competitive group. The non-competitive 

runners set off from Carlton reserve after cheering the elite group as they passed and it was not too long before they 

also arrived back at school. 

 

A huge thank you to the parents who also came along to support the event and congratulations to the students who 

conducted themselves in such a positive manner, and displaying an enthusiastic attitude to make this such a 

successful day. Thank you to the teachers, Mr Bateman and the small group of students for arriving early and assisting 

with the event set-up. 

 

Year 8 Boys :  Year 8 Girls : 

1st place – Lucas Finnigan  1st place – Lulu Johnson 

2nd place – Mitchell Taylor  2nd place - Charo Heijnen 

3rd place – Jacob Reeder  3rd place – Sage Bennett 

  

Year 7 Boys :  Year 7 Girls : 

1st place – Harrison Tisch  1st place – Alex Rawlinson 

2nd place – Harley Gardiner  2nd place – Ella Webb 

3rd place – Joshua Brown  3rd place – Opal Bennett  
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Hockey 

Our 11-aside boys and girls team played in a tournament in 

Whaktane with great results.  The boys team won 4-1 and the girls 

team won 6-1.   

 

 

Netball 

The Year 8A netball team placed 1st in Division 1 and the Year 8B team placed 1st in Division 2 in a local tournament 

held recently. 

 

 

Rock Climbing 

Beatrice Proverbs placed 2nd in the Secondary/Intermediate Rock Climbing competition hosted 

by Sport Bay of Plenty. 

 

 

Squash 

Hope Kennerley placed 1st in  the Girls Division 1. 

 

 

Out of School Sports 

 

Golf 

Corbin Wagner entered the Otumoetai Golf Club Juniors (18 holes) and won the Gardiner Cup Nett Competition. 

 

 

Running 

Charo Heijen placed 4th girl in the Mount Joggers 5km run and also placed 4th girl at the Tauranga Open Cross Country. 

 

 

Synchronised Swimming 

Sophie Black and Chloe Boyt competed at the nationals and got the following placings: 

 

- Sophie Black placed 2nd in the 12 and Under Duet and 2nd in the 12 and Under Team 

- Chloe Boyt placed 2nd in the Aquarinas Duet and 2nd in the Aqua Combo. 
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AUSTRALASIAN ICAS COMPETITIONS 
 

At Otumoetai Intermediate we encourage all our students to enter the Australasian ICAS competition. Below is a 

timetable of dates and the cost of each exam.  

 

 Closing Date for  

Payments/Entries 

Sitting Dates  

for Competitions 

Cost 

Digital Technologies Closed Closed $9.50 

Science Closed Closed $9.50 

Writing Closed Thursday 14th June $20.50 

Spelling Closed Wednesday 13th June $11.50 

English Thursday 21st June Tuesday 31st July $9.50 

Mathematics Thursday 21st June Tuesday 14th August $9.50 

 

 

The closing dates for payment are as above and no late entries will be accepted.  Complete the return slip below and 

return with the correct payment in an envelope and hand into the school office.  

  

 

                 AUSTRALIAN ICAS COMPETITIONS                   

 

Child’s Name:  ___________________________________________________  Room:  _______  Yr Level:  _______ 

 

I would like to enter the following Australian competitions: 

 

 Writing Closed  Digital Technologies Closed 

 Spelling Closed  Mathematics $9.50 

 Science Closed  English $9.50 

 

I enclose $_________________________ in payment 

 

Signed:  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Caregiver 
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PICKING UP AND DROPPING OFF STUDENTS 

 

Parents and Caregivers become part of the solution 

 

Please pre-plan your pick up and drop off of students at the car park Carlton St reserve off Ngatai Road avoid Charles 

Street altogether and let your student walk up to the school. The Carlton St reserve off Ngatai Road below the school 

provides plenty of free vehicle parks and students can walk safely to and from school. 

 

The congestion in Charles Street becomes unsafe and it is important for buses to use this area. It would also leave 

this small street accessible for parents picking up a student in emergencies.  

 

Please consider a healthier safer alternative of parking and walking. 

 

 

Safety Concerns in School Carpark 

 

Some mornings before school there are sports training sessions.  Consequently, there are often students around our 

school earlier than normal. All too often we are seeing parents who are clearly in a hurry to drop their child off and get 

to their own work, who drive into the front carpark at really excessive speeds.  They usually then continue with the 

speed and exit by the recycling and clothes bins towards the college.  

 

Others drive into the exits at similar speeds. Numerous times, other drivers have had to stop their car, or get out of 

the way on foot as this happens.  

 

Our main concern is for those students on foot who are also early for a training session. We would like to appeal to 

our parents dropping off a student to put student safety first when entering or exiting our car park. 

 

 

CHOOSE SAFETY OVER CONVENIENCE. REDUCE CHAOS AT OUR SCHOOL GATE. 
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ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 

 

 

Otumoetai Intermediate School is raising funds. Here's how you can 

help... 

Help us raise funds for our school by buying an Entertainment Membership 

from us. You'll receive hundreds of valuable offers for everything you love 

to do, and help our fundraising at the same time! 

 

Otumoetai Intermediate School               

Contact:  Barbara Schollum    Phone: 07-576 5105    Email: admin@otuinter.school.nz 

To order your Book or your Digital Membership securely online visit: 

www.entbook.co.nz/1548m32  

Alternatively, please complete your details below: 

Child’s Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________ Room No:  ___________ 

Name:_____________________________________ Phone:____________________ Email:__________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________Postcode:_______ 

Waikato BOP Edition:  $65.00 including GST:  # ____ Book(s) # ____ Digital Membership(s) $_______ TOTAL ENCLOSED $_________ 

Payment type:     Cash      Mastercard      Visa      Cheque (made payable to Otumoetai Intermediate School) 

Credit Card number: __ __ __ __ /__ __ __ __ /__ __ __ __ /__ __ __ __     Expiry date: ___ ___ /___ ___ CVV*: ______  

(Credit Card payments will incur a 1.25% processing fee)                                                                *CVV is the 3 digits on the back of your credit card 

Cardholder’s name:_______________________________________ Signature:_______________________________________ 

20% from every Membership sold contributes to supporting our school. 

http://www.entbook.co.nz/1548m32
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 

EDVENTURE OUTDOORS – SCHOOL HOLIDAY CAMPS 

These July school holidays we are running two awesome camps. 

Tramping, rock climbing, possum trapping, team building challenges, hot pools and much more. 

- Edventure Outdoors Camp, Mt Pirongia, July 9-13th 

- Edventure Winter Camp, Aongatete lodge, July 16-20th 

8-14 yr olds, OSCAR available, pick up/drop off. 

Book at www.edventure.co.nz or email mark@edventure.co.nz 

 

 

NZ CERTIFICATE IN COMPUTING – LEVEL 2 

Toi Ohomai is making education more accessible to the wider community. 

We offer both day and night classes at various locations throughout the Bay of Plenty.  The course we are 

currently offering is a free basic computer course designed to improve digital literacy. 

Upon successfully completing the requirements you will receive a  

New Zealand Certificate in Computing (User Fundamentals) (Level 2) 

Click here to see more information about the course 

Click here to see the detailed timetable and locations 

For further information call 0800 86 46 46 

 

 

 
 
 

OTUMOETAI FOOTBALL CLUB 

July School Holiday Programme 

Looking for something for the kids to do during the July School holidays?  

Sign them up for 1, 2 or 3 days of the fantastic Otumoetai Football holiday programme. 

Dates: 16th, 17th and 18th July 2018, 9am to 12pm 

Address: Fergusson Park, Otumoetai, Tauranga 

Who: Children aged between 9 and 12 years  

Cost: $15 per child/per day 

Register via child’s MyCOMET account.  

To create an account, follow link: https://mycomet-oceania.analyticom.de/en/login 

Contact: Carla on admin@otumoetaifootball.co.nz 

http://www.edventure.co.nz/
mailto:mark@edventure.co.nz
https://toiohomai.ac.nz/study/new-zealand-certificate-computing-user-fundamentals-level-2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kZy0K0raEkmSXGNyka402BwfojZcyJkOXnn0hwqG1Gc/edit?usp=sharing
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