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Otumoetai Intermediate School Newsletter:  Volume 8 2018  

 

Dear parents, caregivers, students and friends of the school.  

Tena koutou katoa.  Nga mihi nui ki a koutou katoa. 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back to all students for Term 3 and a warm welcome to new families 

who are joining us this term.   

 

The term has started off with a cultural focus school wide.  Yesterday we held our annual Wearable Arts 

competition and everyone will be able to see the many outstanding creations at our Showcase next week.  

Showcase tickets are available from the office and our performing arts students are looking forward to sharing 

their talents with our community.   

 

Following our Showcase, the focus shifts to sporting events such as interschool competitions, winter tournament 

and the Anchor AIMS Games.  These games are the pinnacle of sporting competition for years 7 and 8 in New 

Zealand and we are proud to have founded this spectacular event in association with the other three local 

Intermediate schools. 

 

In amongst these activities, we are holding open days for Year 6 students and their parents.  Our Year 8 students 

are meeting staff and students from Otumoetai College, Te Wharekura o Mauao, Tauranga Boys and Tauranga 

Girls colleges to receive enrolment information for secondary school next year. 

 

Academically and socially, we are asking every student to continue focusing on doing their best, learning at a 

high level of attainment and developing the skills to be a responsible citizen. 

 

Manners, consideration and high standards of presentation and behaviour will continue to be expected and 

given priority, along with our school being a safe, secure and supportive environment for all. 

 

Nga Mihi Nui 

 

 

 

 

 

Henk Popping 

PRINCIPAL  

  

 Proud sponsors of Otumoetai Intermediate 

  

 

 

MORNING BELL 
 

Please note that the first morning bell is at 8.45 am.  Please ensure that students arrive before this time.   

Any students arriving late need to sign in at the absentee desk in the resource room. 
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NAU MAI, HAERE MAI - FROM THE BOARD 
 

The school Board of Trustees met on Thursday 21st June, outlined below are some highlights from that meeting: 

 

 The Board were presented with baseline mid-year data in the areas of Reading, Written Language and 

Mathematics. We were provided with information which showed pleasing academic ability and progress in all key 

learning areas (Reading, Writing and Mathematics) across both the Year 7 and 8 cohort groups. Students who 

are tracking below (where they would ideally be expected for their age) are identified by Teachers and Team 

Leaders, and monitored closely to ensure all opportunities for accelerated learning are realised.  

 Parent-Teacher-Student conferences have been held and reports handed out. We hope that you were able to 

attend these with your child and learn about their understanding of the academic progress they have made to 

date, as well as the steps they need to put in place moving forward to achieve their learning goals. Thanks to all 

staff who work tirelessly to prepare for these important interviews; your hard work is sincerely appreciated. 

 A special thanks to those parents who came out for the Community Consultation evening last month. Your input 

was appreciated and comments made will be given careful consideration. Thanks also to those whànau who filled 

out the Survey Monkey questionnaire online. This generated over 300 responses.  We feel reassured that a wide 

range of views and opinions will be heard as we start our strategic planning for the school.  

 

Nga Mihi Nui 

 

Fiona Matthews, Parent Representative 

 

 

 

ENROLMENTS FOR 2019  

 

Enrolments are open for the 2019 school year and all contributing school students will have received their information 

packs last week.  All students living in the Otumoetai Intermediate School zone have automatic right of entry.   

 

Applications for out of zone enrolments are also being accepted and enrolment packs for these students are available 

through the school office. 

 

We would appreciate it if you could draw your friends and acquaintances attention to our enrolment process if they 

are considering our school. 
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RESULTS FROM KNOWLEDGEATHON 2018 

 

A huge thank you to all families who supported this year’s major fundraiser for the school.  An awesome $22,789.70 

was raised by our students and families with proceeds going towards the new Astro Turf.  We are pleased to announce 

the following winners of major prizes: 

 

Individual Prizes 

 

1st Prize of $150.00 - Kaylee Bignell, Room 19 Raised $660.00 

2nd Prize of $100.00 - Sienna Foster, Room 19 Raised $535.00 

3rd Prize of $50.00 - Kim Zheng, Room 19 Raised $461.10 

 

 

Class Prizes 

 

1st Prize of $150.00 - Room 19 Raised $2,533.90 

2nd Prize of $100.00 - Room 2 Raised $2,001.50 

3rd Prize of $50.00 - Room 16 Raised $1,312.80 

 

 

Family Prize 

 

$150.00  Fynn and Alex Williamson 

  Opal and Sophie Bennett 

 

 

2018 Knowledgeathon Sponsors 

 

We would like to thank the following sponsors for their support of the knowledgeathon and ask our readers to support 

them in return: 

 

 Waimarino Adventure Park & Kayak Shop 

 Marshalls Animal Park McLaren Falls     

 Hot Rod rides       

 Bay Office Products Depot  

 Fernland Spa Thermal Mineral Hot Springs    

 Tenpin 13th Ave 

 McDonald’s      

 Tauranga Mini Golf Fun Park     

 Paper Plus, Grey Street   

 Event Cinemas 
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FRESH MOVES DANCE FESTIVAL  

 

In week 7 last term, 50 of our talented students danced in the BOP Fresh Moves Dance Festival for primary and 

intermediate schools at Baycourt Addison Theatre.  This year’s theme was “Because” in which we based our 

choreography on “Because I am me – unique”.  Practices were held three times a week during lunchtimes whereby 

students showed fantastic commitment, perseverance and dedication.  Milla Sharp of room 20 did a fantastic job of 

teaching choreography and assisting the Performing Arts Teacher in shaping the dance.  Lauren Koster of room 24 

was the student representative and spoke about our process and performance in front of a full house!  Austin Taylor 

of room 21 finished off the night with a special lyrical solo, which left many of the young primary school students 

looking on inspired and in awe.  The school was awarded excellence in Performance Execution in which we rightfully 

deserved.  A fun-filled fantastic performance by all involved.  Well done! 

 

Dayna O’Sullivan, Performing Arts Teacher 
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DANCE AWARDS 

 

National New Zealand Dance Awards 

 

Austin Taylor recently competed in the National New Zealand Dance Awards held in Christchurch at NAZDA - Ara 

Institute of Canterbury. Austin’s solo results were - 1st Lyrical, 1st Jazz, 1st Trio, 2nd Contemporary, 2nd Hip-hop, 3rd 

Musical Theatre, 5th Impromptu Jazz and a Judges Special Award - Jazz Personality 12 yrs and over. 

 

Austin also competed in the New Zealand - Top Dancer Intermediate section, against 20 strong dancers, in which he 

placed in the Top 3! An amazing achievement, being one of the youngest in the 12-14 year age group. He danced off 

in the final round for the title of NZ Top Dancer, where he was awarded 2nd Runner up!   

 

Well done Austin, we love hearing about all of your achievements in the Performing Arts! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tauranga Dance Inc Champions of Champions Competition 

 

Kaylee Marjoribanks of room 11 participated in the Tauranga Dance Inc Champions of Champions Competition held 

at Baycourt Addison Theatre earlier this month.  She did very well, placing in the under 11 and 13 years category - 1st 

Musical Theatre, 2nd Contemporary, 3rd Jazz. 

 

Kaylee won the 12 and 13 year old Intermediate Championship Trophy with her contemporary dance.  A fantastic 

effort Kaylee, well done!! 

 

Dayna O’Sullivan, Performing Arts Teacher 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/AraCanterbury/?hc_ref=ARRKZSMSAeLNWo7CBC9q9sUYwJAcWCaiLx_laIW6uyJNi1WGt6HKnLsa0gBzF2hbtyU&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/AraCanterbury/?hc_ref=ARRKZSMSAeLNWo7CBC9q9sUYwJAcWCaiLx_laIW6uyJNi1WGt6HKnLsa0gBzF2hbtyU&fref=nf
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COMBINED LEADERS CAMP 2018 
 

Last term, 16 service leaders went to the Ngamuwahine combined leadership camp along with Mount Maunganui 

and Tauranga Intermediate Schools.  Prior to the camp, leaders from all schools had to prepare, practice and present 

a two minute speech. The topic was “What are the three traits of a good leader that stand out for you? Is there a 

leader that you can tell us about who exemplifies these qualities?”  

 

Students were randomly selected at any time of the day or night, to present their speeches to an audience of around 

70 people. While listening to the speeches, we all realised how unique every person was and the different walks of 

life each person came from.  

 

During our time at Ngamuwahine, we participated in a range of activities; from team building, first aid and self-defence 

to high ropes, public speaking and line dancing. We were challenged both mentally and physically, pushed to our limit, 

and encouraged to reach our fullest potential.  

 

We can speak on behalf of all our service leaders in saying that we took so much away from this camp and are 

incredibly thankful for the opportunity to have had this amazing experience. 

 

Bree McTavish - Huriwai and Ashlyn Judkins 

 

Here is some of the student feed-back about their challenges: 

 

 I had more confidence with public speaking than I thought I would! It has made me a better person and I have 

discovered what a true leader is – and how to be one.  I have built up lots of self-confidence. 

 Camp was very helpful for me. It taught me how to speak better in front of a crowd. The most helpful thing for 

me was having my confidence build. Now I can talk very well in front of people. Lots of speeches inspired me. 

They taught me new things and also things I needed reminding about.  One speech was about being different. 

This gave me confidence about my height – now I am proud of the way I am. It has helped and taught me a lot.  

 I used to feel short on stage doing assembly. Now I feel tall. Thank goodness for our Public Speaking workshop 

and speeches! 

 The speeches showed me to be confident and not to be shy. I learnt about myself and found I can get a bit bossy 

and don’t always listen to people. Everyone was included. 

 Leader camp completely changed me and it changed my mind-set too. I learnt that people don’t judge me as 

much as I thought and I do have the ability to make new friends. Camp made me so much more confident when 

speaking in front of people.  I feel way more confident in doing assembly now. 

 At camp I learnt how to have a positive attitude towards everything. Also how to cope in difficult situations. I 

learnt how to socialise with people I have not met before. At camp I learnt what I am like when I work with others, 

I need to offer more of my own ideas. I learnt how to relax in front of large audiences. I stepped out of my comfort 

zone. I got to do things I probably wouldn’t get the chance to do in my life.  

 Camp also helped me with my confidence.  Not just public speaking, but trusting in yourself and your abilities and 

being confident to enough to share your ideas in a group. I learnt that inner strength is key to being successful. 

If you don’t believe in yourself then how are people supposed to believe in you? Overall camp was an amazing 

learning experience. 



  

 Friday 27th July 2018 

Otumoetai Intermediate School Newsletter:  Volume 6 2018 Page 6 

 

 I learnt that when I present a speech in front of people – no one is against me. They all want me to succeed. This 

has helped me a lot with my confidence. I now know that some nerves are fine. 

 Camp was very beneficial – it made me step out of my comfort zone. I was pushed the most in public speaking. 

The workshop helped me a lot. Having to create and present the speech was a challenge. This has helped me 

grow and helped my confidence – I know I can do it! 

 At camp I learnt the importance of having the ability to lead – not just standing up and telling people what to do 

but listening, taking on others people’s advice and ideas and letting them shine.  I learnt this incredible skill at 

camp. At first I looked at others and thought to myself ‘why wouldn’t they accept other’s ideas, and then I realised 

I was the same!’ This is a lifelong skill I will carry with me where ever I go. 

 At camp, I learnt how to socialise with students I’ve never met before. I got over my fear of public speaking. I 

learnt a lot about myself and also that I actually like public speaking, it’s just that up until now, I haven’t had the 

opportunity.  

 Learning at camp is the number one reason you go. What I have taken from this opportunity is priceless. I found 

out a lot about myself and how I react to situations I hadn’t yet experienced. I got out of my comfort zone.  

 At the start of that work shop we had to introduce ourselves – I found it really hard. At the end we had to do an 

impromptu speech and I felt more comfortable and projected my voice. I sounded confident even though I was 

nervous.  

 …  the main thing was discovering the characteristics of a leader and I was inspired to fit those traits.  

 To be a leader I think I have to know when to step in and when I need to stop and let others have a go. You have 

to have self-confidence and not doubt yourself. Be humble and treat everyone respectfully and equally. 
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TRAVEL SAFE 
 

On Wednesday 27th June the Travel Safe team met at Otumoetai Intermediate, hosting 16 Year 6 Bellevue Primary 

School students.  Together with Roslyn Frost, the Travel Safe Coordinator, and Karen Hay, the Road Safety Engineer, 

they looked at the Ngatai Road cycle way design plans.  The students were allowed to ask Karen questions and make 

their own suggestions on how they would like to see the cycle way work. 

 

Some suggestions from the Otumoetai Intermediate team were; to run a centre line down the length of the cycle way. 

This would help keep cyclist to the left and in single file. They suggested solar ‘up lighting’ to run along the cycle way 

for dull or rainy days. At the proposed bus stop, they suggested hand rails where the bikes need to stop, so they can 

balance on their bikes, keeping their feet up, while waiting for pedestrians. At this stop, they suggested a “stop wifi 

hot spot”! Also looking at the plan, they saw an area that could pose a potential problem. Cyclists needing to exit the 

Ngatai Road cycle lane, so they can turn up Western Road. Karen will look into this, as it would need a road crossing 

and part cycle lane into Western Road.  

 

The cycle way is waiting for an independent safety audit and will go for funding approval by the NZTA.  Construction is 

weather dependent, but maybe ready in February for the start of the new school year.  

 

It was a very positive and productive meeting. The Bellevue Primary School students did exceptionally well presenting 

their findings to the group.  

 

Ali McPike  
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YEAR 7 CAMP AT NGATUHOA LODGE 
 

All Year 7 classes attend a camp at Ngatuhoa Lodge.  This cost of this is $105.00 and the dates are as 

follows: 

 

 Room 16 – 19th  to 21st  September 2018 

 Room 17 – 29th  to 31st October 2018 

 Room 18 – 31st October to 2nd November 2018 

 Rooms 5 and 6 – 6th to 8th November 2018 

 Rooms 19 and 20– 13th  to 15th November 2018 

 Room 13 – 19th to 21st November 2018 

 Room 9 – 21st to 23rd November 2018 

 Rooms 10 and 14 – 27th to 29th November 2018 

 Rooms 7 and 8 – 11th to 13th December 2018 

 

 

 

DIRECT CREDIT PAYMENTS  

Some families prefer to pay by automatic payment.  

 

Our account number for this is 12-3407-0029060-00. 

 

Please include your child’s name, room number and reference,  

eg:  EOTC, Camp, etc with any online payments.  

 

With all online payments, please also return any permission slips to the office. 
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YEAR 7 DISCOVERY DAYS 
 

All Year 7 students will be attending Discovery Days in Term 3.  Discovery Days are about learning about 

New Zealand forests, including forest health, bird life, trapping pests, age of the forest, etc.   

 

Dates are as follows: 

 

 Room 6 – Thursday 2nd  August 2018 

 Room 5 – Thursday 9th August 2018 

 Room 13 – Thursday 16th August 2018 

 Room 9 – Thursday 16th August 2018 

 Room 10 – Thursday 23rd August 2018 

 Room 18 – Tuesday 28th August 2018 

 Room 7 – Wednesday 29th August 2018 

 Room 8 – Thursday 30th August 2018 

 Room 16 – Tuesday 4th September 2018 

 Room 19 – Thursday 6th September 2018 

 Room 14 – Tuesday 18th September 2018 

 Room 17 – Wednesday 19th September 2018 

 Room 20 – Thursday 20th September 2018 
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COMMUNICATING WITH PARENTS 
 

More and more of our school information is available electronically and we have two apps which 

are great for your mobile phones.  The Findus App at: 

 

  www.findus.co.nz/otumoetaiintermediateschool  

 

enables you to access the information shown below.   

 

The School Loop App enables you to access our school calendar directly on your mobile phone.  This is updated 

regularly. All families who have provided us with their email addresses have been loaded onto our School-Links system 

and will receive notifications and other school information.   

 

For previous users, you may be aware the Otumoetai Intermediate School App (The Skool Loop App) has had a number 

of updates.  This is to ensure your experience of the Otumoetai Intermediate School App is smooth and seamless.  

When you next open the school app there is a prompt which asks you to tap on the link to take you to the new and 

updated version of the Skool Loop app.  Please click on this link and download the new version of the Skool Loop App. 

Choose our region and school and the app will automatically stay on the Otumoetai Intermediate school app.  Once 

this has been done please delete the old version of the Skool Loop App off your phone.’ 

 

 

 

 

SPORTS NEWS 
 

Intermediate Sports Competitions: 

 

6 Aside Hockey 

 

Aiden Bax, Jean Roux, Shane Purser, Corey Carmichael, Emma McClymont, 

Michelle Clark, Lulu Johnson, Chiara Giacon and Marcus Duck entered the 

BOP/Poverty Bay Inter Intermediate 6 Aside Hockey Tournament and came 

1st place.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.findus.co.nz/otumoetaiintermediateschool


  

 Friday 27th July 2018 

Otumoetai Intermediate School Newsletter:  Volume 6 2018 Page 11 

 

 

Gymsport 

Otumoetai Intermediate entered a gymnastics competition at Argos Gym on 6th July with the following results: 

 

 Boys Tramp  1st place Harvey Hinde, 3rd place Conor Foreman 

  1st place Boys Team 

 

 Girls Tramp  1st place Lily Collier 

  2nd place Girls Teams OIS 1 and 3rd place OIS 3 

 

 Open Tramp  3rd place Dana Doyle 

 

 Artistic   3rd place Teams OIS 1 

 

 Open Junior Artistic   3rd place Lily Collier 

 

 Rhythmic  2= Ella Douglas and Caitlin Wain 

 

 Teams   1st place OIS 1 and 3rd place OIS 2 
 

 

Rock Climbing 

Beatrice Proverbs, Amelia Aitchison, Faith Flintoff, Ava Desmond and Cameron 

Aitchison entered a rock climbing competition in Taupo last term with Beatrice 

placing 1st in the Year 7 girls. 

 

 

Mountain Biking 

The following students entered a Mountain Biking competition in Taupo last 

term:  Mitchell Taylor, Ashton Paintin, Zane Loughnan, Lucas Martin, Charlie Minshall, Curtis Cooper, Jack Webster, 

Alec Attwood, Josh Bennett and Carmen Green.  There were six boys heats and two girls heats and the top three from 

each heat raced in the final.  Zane and Josh come 3rd place in their heats and Ashton 2nd place in his, so three in the 

boys final, with Ashton coming in eighth equal in the final race. 
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Out of School Sports 

 

Badminton 

Paige Peters, Cleo Putty and Poppy Fowler represented the Bay of Plenty in the Under 13’s at the NZ Junior Team 

Champs in Palmerston North with their teams placing 5th and 7th in their divisions. 

 

Cheerleading 

Georgia Brott entered a Cheerfest in Auckland last term and received the following awards: 

 

 1st place Cheer Stunt Open division 

 2nd place Senior Level 2 Team 

 2nd place Duo Senior Level 1 

 

 

Futsal 

Kody Feek and Braetyn Allen and their team went to The Futsal Nationals in Palmerston North 

and won the National Under 12 Champions. 

 

 

Golf 

Korbin Wagner won the Otumoetai Golf Club Junior Handicap Match Play Championship. 

 

 

Gymnastics 

Ashleigh Strawn has been in Roseto degli Abruzzi in Italy competing for rhythmic gymnastics 

where she placed 3rd in rope, 8th in clubs and 13th overall.  

 

 

Hockey 

The following students have been selected for the Hatch and Collier Rep Team for Tauranga 

Hockey:  Aiden Bax, Corey Carmichael, Marcus Duck, George Farrar, Flynn Grey, Shane Purser, 

Jean Roux, Josh Bennett, Mitchell Butts, Toby Good, Jack Page, Michelle Clark, Chiara Giacon, Mae Grinlinton, Lulu 

Johnson, Kara Blackstock, Dakota Filer, Emma McClymont, Brea Miller and Rachel Wahab. 

 

Tae Kwondo 

Natalie Coburn placed 1st in Patterns and 2nd in Sparring and Dakota Filer placed 2nd in Sparring in the Under 18s in 

Hamilton.  Dakota also placed 3rd in Sparring in the Wellington Oceania Champs. 
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PICKING UP AND DROPPING OFF STUDENTS 

 

Parents and Caregivers become part of the solution 

 

Please pre-plan your pick up and drop off of students at the car park Carlton St reserve off Ngatai Road avoid Charles 

Street altogether and let your student walk up to the school. The Carlton St reserve off Ngatai Road below the school 

provides plenty of free vehicle parks and students can walk safely to and from school. 

 

The congestion in Charles Street becomes unsafe and it is important for buses to use this area. It would also leave 

this small street accessible for parents picking up a student in emergencies.  

 

Please consider a healthier safer alternative of parking and walking. 

 

 

Safety Concerns in School Carpark 

 

Some mornings before school there are sports training sessions.  Consequently, there are often students around our 

school earlier than normal. All too often we are seeing parents who are clearly in a hurry to drop their child off and get 

to their own work, who drive into the front carpark at really excessive speeds.  They usually then continue with the 

speed and exit by the recycling and clothes bins towards the college.  

 

Others drive into the exits at similar speeds. Numerous times, other drivers have had to stop their car, or get out of 

the way on foot as this happens.  

 

Our main concern is for those students on foot who are also early for a training session. We would like to appeal to 

our parents dropping off a student to put student safety first when entering or exiting our car park. 

 

 

CHOOSE SAFETY OVER CONVENIENCE. REDUCE CHAOS AT OUR SCHOOL GATE. 
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ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 

 

 

Otumoetai Intermediate School is raising funds. Here's how you can 

help... 

Help us raise funds for our school by buying an Entertainment Membership 

from us. You'll receive hundreds of valuable offers for everything you love 

to do, and help our fundraising at the same time! 

 

Otumoetai Intermediate School               

Contact:  Barbara Schollum    Phone: 07-576 5105    Email: admin@otuinter.school.nz 

To order your Book or your Digital Membership securely online visit: 

www.entbook.co.nz/1548m32  

Alternatively, please complete your details below: 

Child’s Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________ Room No:  ___________ 

Name:_____________________________________ Phone:____________________ Email:__________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________Postcode:_______ 

Waikato BOP Edition:  $65.00 including GST:  # ____ Book(s) # ____ Digital Membership(s) $_______ TOTAL ENCLOSED $_________ 

Payment type:     Cash      Mastercard      Visa      Cheque (made payable to Otumoetai Intermediate School) 

Credit Card number: __ __ __ __ /__ __ __ __ /__ __ __ __ /__ __ __ __     Expiry date: ___ ___ /___ ___ CVV*: ______  

(Credit Card payments will incur a 1.25% processing fee)                                                                *CVV is the 3 digits on the back of your credit card 

Cardholder’s name:_______________________________________ Signature:_______________________________________ 

20% from every Membership sold contributes to supporting our school. 

http://www.entbook.co.nz/1548m32
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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